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TO THE RIGHT 
Honourable, and his ſin- 
gular good Lord, the Lorde Robert 


Dudley, Earle of Leycefter, Baron of Den- 


bigh Knight of the moſt Honourable or- 


ton of the Garter, and of Saint Michell, Maſter 
of the Queenes Maieſties hotſes , and one of the 


Lordes of her highnes moſte honourable Priuie 
Councell. William Chawncy Eſquier, wiſheth 


proſperous continuance of health long 
life, and honour, with increaſe of 
the grace. and all bleſlings 


of Almightie 7 
God. 


172 very wall toren, and ve- 
ry woorthy to bee conſidered, 
how the tranſgreſſion and brea- 
Ang the commande ment Al. 
| = mightie God by our firſt parent 
KP Ap Paradiſe , did ſo vehementl; diſ- 
pleaſe the Lord through diſobedience, and [3 
greatly infect al manbinde with ſſane, that A. 
dam loſt thereby, not only his Ar "gelical eſtate 
of innocencie, but alſo the mo#! bleſſed iny2s of 
paradiſe, from the which he vs driues ont in- 
to this worlaly vale of miſerie, therein to get & 


cate his foode with the ſweate of his face, as Gent . 


A.. God 


8 
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The Epiſile 

God did him commaund. Whereof it came to 

i paſſe, that his two firſt naturally begotte ſonnes 
i of Ena his wife, the Elder named Caine, & the 
— younger Abel, being the two firſt brethren: iu 
tts world, who therfore ſhould moſt ſingularly 
A ndl intirely haue loued ech the other aboue al 
| other creatures: yet the infection of their Fa- 
ther Adams ſinne wrought ſo, that hecauſẽ 
1 '  eAbeclsoblation to God dutifullj made, was of 
hum well accepted and Cains oblation was not 
ina regarded, Caine therſore did ſo much hate & 
136 enuie his brother Abel, that when they were 
| Gen. 4.8, in the ficlde , he malicrouſly fell vpon and did 


| wilfully murther him, of whom he neuer was 
[ offended. Ihis malice and ſinful enuie of Cain, 
i hath euer ſith that time ſo cleaned to man: 
i nature and infected all mankind, that uo ex- 
| cellent worke or deede van be lightly done by 
q | any man, but ſome other ſtraightways are rea- 
[! die through enuie to deſpiſe tt, andſpeake re- 
| | prochfully of it.Tea not ſo MUCH as the fingular 
WH and famous learned in diuinitie, or in any other 
7 knowledge of commenadzole artes, can ſet his 
penn to the bocke for the deniſing or ſetting 
r forth of any worke to the aduancement of the 
1 glorie of God, and bene fite of his ( hurche, but 
1 ſome there are, ho moued with malice & | 
„ ennie 


Dedicatorie: | 
enuie, by writing or ſpeaking will hinder & de. 


f 

g Prause it to the vttermoſt of their powers, as by 

p plaune experience in all Christian kingdomes _. 

s | bathbeene, andd it ſhewed, dayly , too mani- | 

. feſtly,ro the whole worlde. How greatly then, 

5 right honorable, ought I, beeing not Gola 

R vp in any Uniuerſitie, nor inſtructed in the 

> ar tes of Logihe and Philoſophie, be abaſthed 

f to take vpon me to ſer downe in writing this 

K my ſimple collection ont of the Scriptures, and 

. other lawes, and hiftories: to be thereby made 

» | by ſomeothersa mocke and à gaſing ſtocke to 

24 } enil difpoſed perſons? Wherefore, had not your 

„ bhoneur ſoearneſtly required to haue a copie f 

1 it, whereof my promiſe becing pait I might 

7 not denie it : otherwiſe truely it ſhould neuer 

K haue gone further, but haue ſtill remained in 

y my owne hanaes, for the onely putting of my 

- | * ſelfe mmemorie of the thinges therein gathe- 

s | red, as it mayappeare by the ſimple doing of it. 

„But to preſent it to you, this alſo made me the 

7 bolder, that I know your Lordſbip is of ſo No- 

7 ble a nature, & courteous conditions: that you 

g wil be a patrone and defender of it against all 

2 malicious and enuiou perſons , which here- 

t after ſball endenour them ſelues by worde or I 

- | writing to defame and ſlaunder t.. I pre: 

e | ſent it therefore vnto your Honour, ac. 
; A. ii. : cording 


—— 
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The Epiſtle 


cording to my promuſe : committing it wholy to 
your honourable protection, as unto one mote 


worthy of it, for your true fauoring of Gods ho- 


ly word,for ſetting forth of his glorie, for main- 
reyning the doctrine of his onely ſonne our Sa- 
niour Jeſus ( hriſt. & the ſuppreſſing of the Ro- 
miſh vaine and ſiperſtitigus traditions and a- 
buſes. The which your godly vertues are ioy- 
ned together with ſingular affabilitie, iuſtice. 
clemencie :ſpectally in forgiuing of iniuries. 
Which appeareth by that you haue not ſought 


or wrought reuen gement, or hinderance of any 


boay for any wrongs don, either to your own per- 


ſon,or to your noble progenitors , at any time 
ſth you haue ben in great authority vnder our 


prince, and right able to haue reuenged them: 


but gently & quictly hauc borne al ſuch things 
with great mildenes ,and without opprobrious 
rebukes and rehearſals of them, made to any 
perſon, as farre as ener ] could heare of or 
learne herein your great mode$tHe,and mag- 
nantmitie, hath fo much redounded to your im- 
mortaliſame and honour that I may right wel 
Here fore compare you with the right noble 
Germmnicns Ceſar, Lieutenant vnto the Em- 
peronr Tiberius ouer all Italie. ho during the 
time of his Lieue tenantſbip, did behaue him- 
ſelfe fo pently and vprightly to all men, that he 
e ſeldome 


Dedicatorie. 


fel dome entered mts the Citie of Rome with 


out great peril & danger of his life,by reaſo of 
the throng & preſſe of the multitude of people, 
which gathered about hum, for verie loue and 


de ſire they had to ſee, and welcome him to the 


Citie. Theſe excellent giftes and qualities of 


that noble man Germanicus Ceſar, I ſay, can 


nao more ſtame or blemiſn your moſt 5 ver- 


tue s before touc hed:then the burning candle 
is able to dim me or darken the cleare bright 
ſhining ſonne. at the noone day: whereof I my 


ſelfe(in the time of my great adnerſities, tho- 
rough moſt iniurious vexations and troubles 


of ſame enuiouss perſons) haue felt and tated, 


to my great comfort and relieſe, as I can not 
but remember a long as 1 line, For the which 
I can but pray, as I doe heartily, to almigh- 
tie God, and wiſhe unto your hononr the ſame 


bleſſing,that he promiſeth to the inſt and righ- 


teous man, by his holie prophet Dauid: Longi- Fal.; 91.7 


tudine dierum replebo eum, & oſtendam 
illi ſalutare meum: Which » bleſong of long life 
& aſſurance of ſaluation from almightie God, 

hom heartily I wiſh vnto your honour „I bans 
giuen teſtimonie by preſenting vnto you thus 
my lutle worke,ſet forth for the utter rootin £ 
out of the vſurped Romiſh, Supremacie out of 


all the (hurch of Chriſte, chiefely out of this 


Ai. Church 


The Epiſtle 


1 Church of Englands and alſo for the declaring 
of the moſt true perfect equal authority, giuen 
by our Sauiour Ie ſiis ¶ Hriſt, to al his Apoſtles, 
2 Biſbops, and 64 miniſters of his word & 
acraments within his true Church wherof he 
is the only A & chiefe corner ſtone. Which | 
thinges I my ſelfe haue bene 1gnorant of, until 
gt hath now within theſe three yeares pleaſed 
God to giue me his grace to read his holy ſcrip- 
tures, and other good authours, and DoFtours 
of bis Church,to my great comfort and conſo- 
lation. Whereby I was ſtirred vppe to gather, in 
this litile treatiſe, theſe thinges which moued 
me to ſee and know the trueth: that ifit were 
Gods will they might doe ſome good to the in- 
ſtruction of others alſo, to the only glorie of hes 
ſenme our Lord and Saviour Teſus Chrift, 
who haue your honour alwayes 
in his gratious protecti- 
on. Cay. 
15 Co. 


Your good Lordlhips moſt hum- 
ble at Commaundement 
 WiakanChamg. 


\ 


To the Chriſtian 


Reader. 


| given to mankinde, is the 
knowledge of the trueth, 


== the trcaſure of his wiſdom, 
expreſſed in his holy ſcriptures. For with- | 
out it we can neither know God, nor Ieſus 


Chriſt his ſonne our Sauiour and Redee- 


mer, ho ſaith of him ſelfe, Ego ſum via, ve- lo 


rit as, & Vita. I am the way, the trueth, and 
the life: and no man commeth to my fa- 


ther but by me: and he that knoweth me, 
knoweth alſo my father. But the knows- - 
ledge of this truth, which lightneth our 


mindes with the faith of God, and of his 
ſonne Teſus Chriſt, by his holy word, deli- 
uered in the Scriptures, hath bene many 
hundred yeres couered and hidden, from 


the moſt part of all temporall men, as they 


are called: yea from mightie Emperours, 
Kings, Princes, and Magiſtrates of this 
world, through the craftie practiſes of the 


Biſhoppes of Rome. Who to extoll 
Ave” them 


He moſte excellent thing 
that Almightie God hath 


hn. 14. 


—— — 
—— ns 1 AAA A EO 
—— — — 


To the Reader. 


themſelues and their Cleargie, aboue all 
Emperours and princes, haue by wicked 
pollicie, hidden and withdrawen from 
them, and from all Chriſtians, the ſacred 
Scriptures conteined in the old and in the 
newe Teſtamen tes, that thereby the dete- 
ſtable pride of the Biſnops of Rome and 
their Cleargie, might not be knowen to 
men, leaſt they ſhould perceiue how farre 
they did varie fro the example of Chriſt, 
and the humble godly liues of his Apoſtles 
and diſciples, of Biſhops and miniſters, for 
the ſpace of vj. hundred yeares after the 
church was planted by our ſauiour Chriſt. 
So that it came to paſſe, that the Biſhops 
of Rome raged and raigned like Gods vp- 
on the earth, and no temporal prince durſt 
as much as looke vpon the worde of God, 
nor haue any bookes of the holie ſcrip- 
tures, leaſt they ſhould haue bene excom- 
municated for Cn | 
An vngodly pollicie, deuiſed of them, 
to the intent, y their deueliſh pride & in- 
tollerable ambition might not be reformed 
by y doctrine of Chiiſthich is molt cõ- 
trarie to their vſurped authoritie & ſupre- 
macie, vhich they haue chalenged and v- 
{cd,lith the time y the Emperour Phocas, 
| more 


j 


CTC 
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To the Reader. | 


morethen ſixe hundred yeres after Chriſt, 
did grant vnto Boniface the third of that . 
name, the title and authoritie of vniuerſal 
Biſhop ouer all other Biſhoppes: athing 
molt contrarie to our Sauiour Chriſtes 
inſtitution and commandements. Where- 
fore, gentle Reader, to the intent, that 
good Chriſtian people ſhould be no lon- 
ger abuſed & deceiued, through the crafty 
practiſes of the Biſhop of Romes decrees 
and counterfet gloſes, whereby he hath v- 
ſurped his moſt vniuſt authoritie and title 
of ſupremacy, with which he hath almoſt 
blinded all Chriſtian people & kingdoms: 


Ihaue in this treatiſe briefely declared the 
truth of our Sauiour Chriſts two cõmiſſiõs, 


giuen ioyntly to all his Apoſtles, in ſuche 
manner, that they ſhould be in like autho- 
ritie and power, not one aboue the other 
in any degree. T1 haue alſo ſhewed how 
earneſtly and ſtraightly Chriſte did forbid 
all ſuperioritie and dominion to be amon- 
geſt thẽ, which I haue approued both by 
the holie Scriptures, and by Godly aunci- 
ent writers. I haue noted farth er, what ac- 
count was made of the Biſhop of Rome 


in the foure firſt generall Councels, euen 


the ſame which was made of other Bi- 


ſhops 


T- To the Reader. 
ſhops of the chiefe Sees, in Aegypt, in A- 


ſia, in Greece and other prouinces. I haue 


declared, when this vſurped ſupremacie 
did firſt begin, and by whome: moreouer 
how greatly the Biſhops of Rome did fall 
from true Godlineſſe, from the faith 
of Chriſte, after they had obtained of the 
Emperours, that proude vngodly title of 
vniuerſall Biſhoppe. Wherein J haue 
touched the wicked behauiour of a fewe 
of them, to giue as it were a taſte of 
the fruites of their ſupremacie. Laſt- 
ly , I haue opened the dealinges of good 
princes againſte their wickedneſſe and 
bee our owne countrie : making 
t 


ereby manifeſt , that King Henrie the 


eight, was not the firſt king of this realme, 
who did expell that vſurped authoritie: 
but y almoſt ful two hundreth yeares be- 


fore King Henrie the eight, it was ſpur- 


O. 1. 
ned at,and diuers lawes and ſtatutes were 


made by divers Kinges of this Realme a- 


wo it. So that by reading ouer of this 
little worke, they y delire to ſec the truth 

of this matter,ſhal wander, I truſt,no lon- 
ger in the doubtes of darkeneſſe, for lacke 


of knowledge of the trueth, whiche is 


_ reucaled to vs by the worde of God, that 


Chriſt 


M z; 


| haberts,ne vos tenebræ comprehendant M hi- 
lieſt ye haue the light of Grds worde, walke 
in it, leaſt the darkeneſſe come vpon you, and 


mire of Popiſhe ſuperſtitiont. To the which 


5 by ſatiſfying the conſciences of goon 


E IO. 0-4-4 


= | 
Tothe Reader. 
CHRIS T E our Saviour teacheth vs 
euen hee who doeth ſay, Ego ſum lux loh. 8.127 
mundi, I am the light of the werlde . Doubt= _ 
leſſe he that walketh in this light fhall 
knowe the trueth, and ſhall not wander 
in darkenèſſe of any Popiſn traditions and 
ſuperſtitions, which is the moſt daunger 
rous and deadly kinde of darkeneſſe. g 
Now, it is ſaide of Chriſte. Qui ambu- Ioh . 12. 35. 
lat in tene bris, ne ſcit quò vadit: Hethat wal. 5 
beth in darkeneſſe knoweth not whether hee. 
eth. Let vs therefore heare our Saui- 
our Ieſus Chriſte. Ambulate dum lucem 


you re turne againe wntoit , at canis ad vomi- 2. pet. 2. 22 
tuni- ſits ad volutabrum. As a dog ge to his Fro. 26. u. 
vomit, as a ſow to her wallowing in the filthie 


entent, my truſt is in God that this little 0 
booke ſhall ſomewhat helpe you forward 


people, who will reade it with deſire to 
learne the trueth. GO D graunt that 
we may all both learne it and followe it: 


that we neuer flie from it vnto errours of 
vaine 


—_—_— 
ere 


e 
4 


To the Reader. Met” 
vaĩne deuiſes of men, but onely put our 
whole hope, our confidence, and truſt, in 
the death and paſſion of our ſauiour Ieſus 
Chriſt, and leade a holie life according to 
his worde. to the glorie of God, to whome 
be all honour, Dominion, and Ma- 

ieſtie for euer and euer. 


Amen. 
The 


« . The rooting out of the 


Romiſne Tan wherein is de- 


clared that the aut horitie which the Pope 


of Rome doeth challenge to himſelfe, o- 
wer all Chriftian Biſhops and Chu 


ches, is 2 


wſurped. 


Chap. fl, n 


12 


That in controuerſies of religion, the truth 
muſt be tried by the holy Scriptures. 

That by the Scriptures no apoſtle, nor Bi- 
ſhop hath a n ouer others. | 


| B almaner of doubts 

d controuerũes, which 

may ariſe in our Chzi⸗ 

ian religion, the tru⸗ 

FJeththerok muſt be tri⸗ 

ed with the touche of 
Oods wed, as well in 

matters that concerne godlp inſtruction, 

as in thoſc thinges, which doe belong toa 

Chꝛiſtian conuerſation. 

And firit there muſt be bꝛought in no⸗ Doftring 

thing into the Church of God, but that 
which Cod commaundeth. Poles 2 — 

__ 


- 41S 


| 


16 The rooting out 


Doctrine. foze in giuing of lawes fo the Jlraelites, 
duuerſe # lundꝛie times hath this ſaying, 
Exo. 20. I. Dominus locutus et. The Lord ſpake thele 
i wordes. And in the dayes of Ahas, when 
the leruice of God was pollute, and they 
©, ſacrificed their ſonnes & daughters. vnto 
* diuels, by cauſing them to paſſe thꝛough p 
8. Iſay. 20. fire, the 92 ophet willeth them to repatre 
{ to the law x to p teſtimony,if they ſpeake 
{i not accoꝛding to this woꝛd, it is aa 


1 | 


Wl. there is no light in them. And therefoz 
I} Leui,ro,y tbe fearce wꝛath of the Lozde was pow⸗ 
| red vpon Nadab and Abihu, ſonnes vata 
Aaron the high Pꝛieſt, becauſe contrary 
to the lawe of God, they offered ſtrange 
fire: And this was the cauſe that Uzzah 
was ſtroken + llapne, becauſe contrary 

to Gods tommandement he would haue 
ſaved vp the Arke of the Loꝛd. And albeit 
the man had a good intention, t an ho⸗ 
neſt meaning: pet the ſpirite of God re⸗ 

iq | pꝛoueth the fact, and ſaith, Ood ſmot him 
lt! , 5am. 6. in the place fo2 his Fault, there he died 
7. by the Arke of Gov, And in the new Te⸗ 
il fſtament our Santour doth acknowledge 
that the dectrine was not his, but his fa⸗ 
thers, and ſpcaking of the ſpirit, he faith, 
that i * call vnto minde thoſe things 
( dien 


: 


| * 
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which he hath ſpoken: and the Apoſtle did 

deliuer nothing elſe vnto the Coꝛrinthi⸗ 

ans, but that which he had receiued of the 

Loꝛde Jeſus. And therefoꝛe Chꝛiſt in the 

Goſpell ſaith, My ſlieepe heare my voyce John. 10. 
and as for a ſtranger they will not heare. 
And this therefoꝛe moued the men of Be⸗ Act. 17. 11 
rea to pꝛoue Pauls pꝛeaching by the 
wꝛitinges of the law, and the Pꝛophets: 

and this moued Paul to den unte an ac⸗ 

curſe againſt thoſe which went about to 

pꝛeach an other Goſpell, pea ik it were 
himſelfe, oꝛ an Angel from heauen. And Gal. 1.8. 


therfore Auguſtine hath this wozthy ſai⸗ it, 45. 
ing: Amua:,arit Dominas, non dicit Dona- 4 


tus, aut Rog at us, aut Uincetins, aut Hilarius, 
aut Ambroſius, aut Auguſtinus, ſed dicit do- 
minis. Heare, J Lord faith it, not Donatus 
ſaith it, or Rogatus, or Vincentius, or Hila⸗ 
rius, or Ambroſe, or Auguſtine, but y Lord 
affirmeth & curbs: And the ſame in 
an other place, /a controuerſia iudicẽ que- Aug. de 
rit, iudicet ergo Christus, & cui rei mors eius nuptiis & 
profecerit, ipſe dicat. This cõtrouerſie ſeketh —_— 
a iudge, let Chriſt then judge, and let him 2 
tell What thing his death hath profited. 17 p of 
And this did that good & moſt Chꝛiſtian | 


Conſtantine in councel of Nice,foz the 
B. 1 ap⸗ 


; 


* 
* 
f 


* 
. 
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K | appeaſingofSecfes which were crept in 
WW. to the Church, referred the 1Biſhoppes & cx 
| Trip. lib. the councel to the ſcriptures of God, But 
e. 5 heretines cannot away with the word ok 
God, as it may appeare in the Phariſees, | 

| 


— — — — —_— = 


which did greatly regarde the doctrines 
Mat. 15. of men, contemning x deſpiſing the com- 
| mandements of almighty God. In Mon⸗ 
1 Tim. 4. tanus, who being delighted in p doctrine 
3 of Deuils foꝛbidding meates 4 mariage. 
| did leaue the wozd, and did flee to reue⸗ 
1 lations : in madde Panicheus , who fo: 
! chit; the eftabliſhing of his errours did ſhzoud | 
de faoto him ſelfe in the harbour of his hellith ins 
W E2dorars ſytratios: in Adimantus his diſciple, in 


| do ſpititu fected with the poyſon of his maſter, who 

| did bend him ſelfe fully and wholy to dil⸗ 
Aug. con- pꝛaiſe the ſcriptures of God : but moſte 
ra Adi manifeſtly in the papiſtes, which foz the 
muntum. maintenaunce of their moſt vile and a⸗ 
r bcminable ſuperſtition haue called the 


wWonꝛde of God a noſe of waxy , oz a ſhipps | 
mans hooſe, as of late did that fleſhlp# | 
carnall Cardinall Cuſanus, oꝛ a blacke 

4 dn an inckie goſpell, as did of late time 
dl. Eckius t Pighius, two pꝛinciall pillers 
5 of p popiſh Sinagogue oz Semen 7 wreich 
Aturkiſh ſeede, whereas it is the ſeede 

O 


f 
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of theimmoztall and euerliuing Cod, as Pera; 
ſome time did that peſtilent pꝛelate, J 
meane poyſaned ooole, Therefoꝛe lea⸗ 


ning theſe me in their erraurs, let vs re- 


member that are the Childꝛen ol God, ik 
there be any errour in doctrine to referre 


our ſeluesto the witten Wozd of God. 
And as in doctrine, ſo in lille manner Conuerla- 


foꝛ the oꝛdering of our conuerſation, and don. 

fo2 the amendement of our leude liues. 

And therefoꝛe by Poles , almightie God Peu. 12. 8. 
ſaith. Let not euecp one doe that which Nom. 15. 


is right in his olone epes, but that which 390. 


Jcommaund, vou ſhall oblerue. Pea god 

calleth the following of a mans owne fa- 

cte, and the ſerking fog to accompliſh the 
deſire of his owne heart, whozing . And 
whereas the Jewes had a great opinion 

of their fathers doinges, being d2awen 

thcreto by a nafuall affection, God re⸗ 

clameth them, and by his pꝛoͤphet he ſaith 

Mou ſhall not goe in the wayes of pour pech. 20. 
fathers, Jam the Lo2de your G W Di 218. 
walke in my pꝛeteptes. And therefoꝛe pio. 
Dauid woulde haue a pong man to rule 
himſelfe, accoꝛding to Gods wo2de, and 

this would the graundmother of Timo⸗ 2. Tim. f.; 
thie, and therefozc the trained him in the 


WM Platina in 
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ſcriptures from his verie youth, Uerily, 
bvberilp the wapes ofthe Loꝛd are rightes 
ous, and the inff will walke therein: but 
as fo2 the vngodly which haue ſolde them 
ſelues vnto ſinne, do bꝛeak in ſunder the 
co2des of Gods lawe, becauſe they hate 
and abhoꝛre to be refozmed. And therfo2e 
hauing committed the wozkes of darke⸗ 

1 nes, doe enuie and mallice at nothing ſo 
lohn. z. much, as at the light, foꝛ Qui male agit, o- 
. dit lucem. He that doth euill, hateth the 
light. As it map appeare in the Popes of 
Rome, who will not haue their doinges 

to be called in queſtiò, as it may appeare 
by that ſpeach of Maul the ſecond. Pon- 


vpvitr Pauli 


M ccundi. tifex ſum, mihiq licet pro arbitrio, c. I am 


11 Pope, I may do as I liſt. And therfoze this 
40. fl Papa inſtar, diſputare de facto Pape. It ſhould be 
in gloſſa. accounted ſacriledge for any man to rea- 


ſon of the Popes doing. And the reſt of the 


popith cleargie areſicke ofa diſeaſe called 
Noli me tagere. But cleane contrary is it 


in the Church of God, where the mebers 
do committe themlelues fully r wholp to 


be cenſured by the woꝛde of God, neither | 


going vnto the right hande, oz fo the 
leit; and whereas they are called — 
5 nts 
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; building, are gladd to be ſquared by the 
| ruleofy ſcripture, and therfoze no doubt, 
bur peace, cuen that peace which paſſeth 
f all vnderſtanding ſhall come vnto them 
which ſo walke, and mercy to the Yſra- Ga1.6. xs. | 
el which doth appertaine to Ood. And | 
therefoꝛe both in thinges which doe con- 
cerne doctrine, oꝛ haue a reſpecte vnto a 
godly life, let that at al times take place, 
which our Sauiour Chꝛiſte hath willed 
vs to ſearch out the trueth of them by the 
Scriptures, Foz in the fifth Chapter of Loba. 1. 
the Goſpell after ſaint John, when hee 
had rebuked the Jewes , becauſe they 
woulde not beleeue his doctrine which 
he brought them from God his Father, 
he ſaide vnfothem, Verbum ejus non ha- 
betis manens in vobis, quia quem miſit ille, 
huic vos non creditis. Scrutamini ſcripturas, 
quia vos putatis in ipſis vitam æternam habe- 
re- & ile ſunt, que teſtimonium perhibent de 
me. Vou haue not gods word, ſaith Chat, 
remaining in you: foryou Sin not beleeue 
him, whome thefather hath ſent, Search 
you the ſcriptures, for in them you think 
to haue eternal life: and they beare wit- 
nes of me. Which wo2des of our Sa- 
7 uiour Chꝛiſt haue enfo2ced me the moꝛe 
e boid- 


= \ © 0 oe o» DD ow we 


1 


lh. -_ TT Pw PS: hf as 
Q@ Una TUHaUY 1 0 w RR © 
— 


RG fa 


5 


__ The rooting out 


bsldlp-fo ſearch out by his holy ſcriptures 
the biſhop of Rome his ſuſpect authozity, 
I meane his ſupzemacic and Vniucrſail 
iuriſdiction, moſt vniuſtly clamed , and 
blur ped by him, fo2 theſe eight oz nine 
hundꝛed years, cleane contrarie to Chꝛiſt 
his woꝛd and commaundement. TN 
Foz it is foꝛbidden by him, as the ſta⸗ 
ries of the Euangeliſtes do ſhewe in the 
Holy ſcriptures. And, as it doth appeare 
by ſtoꝛpes eccleſiaſticall, the Bylhoppes 
of Rome haue chalenged and vſed it ones 
ly ſith Bonifee the thirde obtapned it 
ofthe Empercur Phocas : of whom he 
was pꝛoclamed vniverſall Byſhoppe, to 
the ouerthꝛowe of true religion, in the 
Church of Chꝛiſt, of vertue, godlineſſe, 
humilitie, and obedience amonge all the 
cleargie, of the imperiall eſtate, and mates 
. Nite of the noble Emperours and kinges, 
from whome they had their firſt authoꝛi⸗ 
tie, and not from our Sauiour Jeſus 
/ Chailt. The which J will endeuour fo 
ſhewe in this litle woꝛke, t ſpecially by 
the two comiſſtons that he gaue:the one 
befoze his death and vaſſton, the other af⸗ 
ter his reſurrection, to all his Apoſtles, 


in like and equall manner, that not one of 
| them 
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them might thereby challenge any tote 
of authoꝛitie oꝛ power ouer oz aboue the 
other, as by the commiſſions themſelucs 
the whole woꝛld caſily may ſee, Nowe, 
as no ſubiecte can haue any higher oz 
larger authoꝛitie then is limited and ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſed by plaine wozdes in his commil⸗ 
ſton, by his emperours oꝛ p2ince, whoſo⸗ 
euer it be that graunteth it, and as eue⸗ 
ry one of the commiſſioners, to whom it 
is directed, haue that authoꝛitie which 
in their commiſſion is mentioned, and no 
other: euen ſo in the tommillion that our 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt gaue to his Apoſtles, e⸗ 
uerie one of them ought obedicutly to ob⸗ 
ſerue their maiſters commaundemente 
with his authoꝛity giuen tothem, andnot 
to bꝛeake it, and noe beponde the bondes 
and lemitation of it. Vea, much leſſe ſhold 
they dare to bꝛeake it, then any ſubiecte 
dare the commanndement and commiſli⸗ 
on giuen him by his P2ince, a Dꝛince of 
this woꝛlde: whoſe commiſcion , no ſub⸗ 
iect will be ſo bolde to breake in any one 
point, becauſe he knoweth the daunger 
of it. As fo2 the Biſhoppes of Rome 
howe they haue b2oke their maſter Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes commiſion, vou ſhal find by their do⸗ 

. 
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ings, molt cotrary to his two ſpecial cd- 
miſſions befoꝛe mẽtioned:ſpeciallꝑ in ta- 
king vpon the higher power, E greter ans 
thoꝛitie, then any other Biſhoppe hath, oꝛ 
euer had from our ſauiour Chꝛiſt:to wit, 
that they are and ought to be ſoueraigne 
heades and rulers, not onelp ouer all 
other biſhopes in this woꝛlde, but alſo a⸗ 
boue all Emperours, Ringes, and Pꝛin⸗ 


ces, Which being cleane contrarie to 


their Maiſter Chꝛiſtes commaundement 


 & commiſſion, thereby they haue manife⸗ 


ſted themſelues to be of thoſe very Anti⸗ 
chꝛiſtes of whom the ſcriptures do make 
mention. 
( hap. 2. 
That the firſt commiſſion of Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles, when he ſent them to preach 
the Goſpell, did giuc no authoritie to 


Peter aboue the reſt, but like and e- 


quall ynto them all. 


== DC firſt meſſage and 


our ſauiour Chꝛiſte to 
his Apoſtles, 1s decla- 


red by the holy Euan⸗ 


— cl: Saint Patthew, 
in 


© commiſſion giuen by 
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in the 10, Chapter of his Goſpell, Where att. 10 


he ſheweth, that the fwelue Apoſtles be⸗ 
ing called together, they had power gi⸗ 
uen them ouer all vncleane ſpirites, that 

they might caſt them out, and alſo cure x 
heale ail manner ſickneſſe and diſeaſes, - 
Whervpon hauing recited the names of 
Chailkes | Apoſtles, be ſaith theſe wo2des, 
Hos duodecim miſit Je ſus, præcipiens eis & di- 
cent ein viam gentium ne abieritis in ciuita- 
tes Samaritanorum ne intraueritis: ſed potius 
ite ad ones qua Repeater domiis Iſtael. & untes 
autem predicate,dicentes, appropinquauit re- 
gnum cœlorum. Infirmos curate, mortuos ſafe | 
citate, le proſos chen demones encites gra- 
tis accepiſtis, gratis date. 2 Tele twelue, his 
Apoſtles, Jeſus ſct fo2th,comading; r ſap⸗ 
ing to thẽ: Vou ſhal not go into the way of 
the gẽtiles: you ſhall not enter into the ci- 
ties of the Samaritãs: but rather go you to 
the loſt ſheepe of the houſe of Liracl:and 
as you go, preach, ſaying, the kingdome of 
heaucn is at hand heale the ſicke, raiſe the 
dead, cleanſe the leopers, and caſt out 
diuels: freely you haue receiued theſe 
things of me, freely giue the. In this firſt 


meſſage and commiſſion of Chꝛiſt, giuen 


fo his twelue Apoltles, you may platnely 
B. v. „ 
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vnderſfande that he gaue equall and like 


authoꝛity vnto them al, without any pꝛe⸗ 


ferring of any one of them befo2e all his 


fellowes, he gaue the very loweſt (if any 


were lo weit) as greate and large power, 
as he gaue vnto the higheſt, no exception 
being made of anp one, as higher in au⸗ 
thoꝛitp then they all. So that neither Pe⸗ 
ter noꝛ any ſuppoſed ſuccefſour of Peter 
can claime any ſuperioꝛity by this oꝛdi⸗ 


naunce and commiſſton of our ſauiour 


Chꝛiſt. And therefo2e if they enter into | 


any higher authoꝛitp, it muſt be other⸗ 


wiſe then by Chꝛiſt, belike by that way, 


which Chꝛiſt himſelfdoth mention in the 
goſpel of Saint John, where he ſapth, E- 
go ſum oſtium: qui non int rat per oſtium in o- 
ele ouium, ſed aſcendit aliunde, ille fur eſt & 
latro Jam the dore: he that entreth not by 
tlie dore into the Shepehouſe, but climeth 

vp ſome other way, he is a theefe and a 


robber. Whereof it followeth, that if the 


 25yſhops of Rome haue challenged ſuche 


authozity which our ſautour Chꝛiſt hath 
not giut them, but they haue obteined it 
otherwiſe by wozldly pollicies:then they 
deſerue to be called by the names, that 
Chꝛ iſte hath appointed foꝛ them, euen 
theeues 


* 
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theeues androbbers. Now this wil eaſily 
and clearelp be pꝛoued that the Biſhop of 

Nome hath had no ſuch vniuerſal autho⸗ 
rity from our ſauiour Chꝛiſt. Then what 
names, what titles of dignity ought we 
to attribute to the yſhops of Rome ? 
which ſo haue abuſed Chꝛiſtes Church, 
ſith the time of the god byſhop Gꝛegoꝛp 
the firſt: who did vtterly withſtãd the des 
cre of the Emperour Mauricius, by the 
which he would hane made John the pas 
triarch of Coſtatinopie, vatueriali bichop 
Bucr all the byſhops of Ch21tts catholike 


Church. Fo2 he would not ſuffer this de⸗ Gregor. e- 
tre to be recetued within his pꝛouince of 17 


Italy but vtterly reiected it: and wrote! 
not only to the emperour, bow greatly be .. 
did offend almighty God, in ana Ag 
this new, pꝛophane, blaſphemous name, 
and authoꝛitie into the Church of Chꝛiſt, 
empairing the authozity which he hath 
giuen to the reſt of his byſhops and mint- 
ſters:but aiſo to John the patriarke, that 
he by taking and vſurping that authoꝛi⸗ 
ty, did ſhewe him ſelf in pꝛide and pꝛeſüp- 
tion to be the verp foꝛerunner ok Anti⸗ 
ch21{f,WWherby it came fo paſſe that Pau 


ritius the Emperour was ſo greatly 
offens 


af © The rooting out 
Platina de offended with this god Gregoꝛp, that, as 


| Ro:nanoe 


ra in Gre Which Agilulfus the king of Lumbardy 
| goriopri- did, beſerging it a whole yeare : Howbeit 
| mo. in the end he was faine to go away with- 
Volaterra: gut anp hurt done to the city , that was 
ow ſaued by the mighty prouidente of God, 


Centuria. 
( Vap. 8. 


| G- fol. n N 
That Chriſt inthe promiſe ofhis . 
commiſſion, ſaying vnto Peter. To thee 


him no ſupremacic, Neither by theſe 
| thy faith faile not. 


Owe, to refurne to the com- 
miſſions of Chꝛʒiſte, becauſe 
that bet wirt the firſt, whiche 


death and reſurrection, Chꝛiſt did open to 
them in the meane time his purpoſe and 
intent, both foꝛ giuing them further au⸗ 
thozitie, then befoze he gane them, and foꝛ 

in⸗ 


vitis pon: Platina doth repoꝛt, he exhoꝛted the Lũ⸗ 
zificum pardes to ſet vppon the city of Rome: 


will Igiue the keyes of heanen, doth giue 


wordes, Ihaue prayed for thee Peter, that 


was giuen befoꝛe his pallion | 


the ſecond which he gaue them after his 
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ö inffructing of them what they ſhould doe 
„with it: he therefoze demaunded of his 
"| Diſciples, what men did talke of him, and 
whom they ſaide him to be. To whome 
when they aunſwered: ſome, that Thou 
art Iohn Baptiſt, and ſome, Elias, & others, 
| Tercmias,oz one of the prophets: then Je- Mart. 16. 
| ſus ſaid vnto them, os autem quem me eſſe 
| dicitis:Reſpondens Simon Petrus, dixit: tu es 
| Chriſtus filuus Dei viui. R eſpondens autem 
( Driſtus dixit ei: beatus es Simon Bar. iona, 
| quia caro & ſanguis non reuelauit tibi hoc ſed 21 
pater mens qui eſt in calis, Et ego dico tibi, 
ä tu es Petrus, & ſuper hant Petram edificabo 
| Eccleſiam mgam, & porte inferni non præua- 
. lebunt aduerſus eam. t tibi dabo claues regni 
cœlorum & quideunque li ligaueris ſuper ter- 
Team, erit igatum in cœlis, 2 quidcunque ſol- 
| mers ſuper terramgerit ſolutum in cœlis. But 
| whom, ſaith Chꝛiſt, do you ſay that I am. 
He ſaid not, Peter, who doſt thou ſay that 
A ami but in the plurall nomber, to all 
his Apoſtles, who doe you ſay that I am. 
Then Peter, as the mouth and ſpeaker 
of them al, ſaid, Thou art Chriſt the ſonne 
of the liuing God. To whom our ſautour 
Chꝛiſt aunfwered and ſaide: bleſſed art 


chou Simon the ſonne of Ionas: for 15 
| an 


— 
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and bloud hath not reuealed it to thee, but 
my father which is in heauen. And I ſay to 
thec,7T# er Petrus, alluding to the name 
of Peter, fo2 his perfect faith on the head 
coꝛner ſtone,y is to ſap, on Chꝛiſt, where⸗ 
vpon Peter him ſelfe was builded, and 
not Chꝛiſt vpon Peter: theretoꝛe Chꝛiſt 
ſaid, Vpon this rocke or ſtone, of thy con- 
feſſion of me to be the ſonne of the living 
God, will Ibuilde my Church, and the 
gates of hell ſhall not preuaile againſt it. 
Chꝛiſt did not ſay, again thee Peter, but 
againſt it, that is, his true Church, buil⸗ 
dez vpon that faith that Peter then con⸗ 
feſled, and not vpon Peters perſon, J doe 
belcene there is no man fo ignoꝛaunt o2 
voide of knowledge, that will iudge our 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt would build his Church 
vpon fo weake and kraile a foundation, 

as Peter was, if we regard not his pꝛo⸗ 
feſſion, but his perſon: who ſhewed him⸗ 
ſclfe moꝛe wauering and vnſtable then 
any other of the twelue Apoſtles, as ene 
that veterlp denied his Maiſter Chꝛiſte 
thꝛee times in one dap: and alſo befoze 
that did ſyeake ſuch carnall and wozldly 
woꝛdes vnto him, that Chꝛiſte was faine 
to anſwere him, Thou art an offence vn- 
to 
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to me: and added mozeouer, Get thee be 
hinde me Sathan, Wherefoze J do leaue 
it to the indgement of euerie nod Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an man, whether it be moꝛe agrœable fo 
our faith, and ſafe fo2 the Church of God, 
to be founded vpon Chꝛiſt, oꝛ vpon Pe⸗ 
ter: bppon the ſonne of the liuing Cod, 
who Peter confeſſed, o: vpon a man, who 
vttterlp denied the ſonne of the liuing 
God, ſaying, Non noui hominẽ iſtum, and 
that cum iuramento , I do not knowe this 
man, and bound it with an othe, as the 
Goſpel doth teſtifie. 

It is certaine that Chꝛiſt builded his Juellus in 
Church vpon that rocke oz ſtone, which replicati- 
was ſure #4 ſtedfaſt: euen vpon the faith 3 3 
confeſſed by Poter, and not vpon Peter. Hardiogi 
And that by the iudgement of the olde fa⸗ fol. 221. 
thers, as Hillarie affirmeth in his ſecond _ 246. 
boke De Trinitate. Hæc eft vna falix fides 262: 
Petra, quam Petrus ore ſuo eſt confeſſus. This 
is the onely bleſſed rocke of faith, whiche 
Peter confeſſed by mouth. And ( Hryſeſt. in 
Matth. Hom. 51 Super hanc petram in hac 
fide & confeſſione ædiſicabo Eccleſiam. V pon 

this rocke, vpon this faith and eng on.. , 
will I builde my Church. And Saint Au | 
guſtine in his 13. ſermon vpon Pat | 
al 


Matt. x6, 


that he gaue thoſe keies vnto his Church, 
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ſaith, Non me ædiſicabo ſuper te, ſed edificabs 
te ſuper me. I wil not builde my ſelfe of 
thee, but I will build thee vponme. And 
this was the meaning of Chzilt . Foz af- 
ter Peter had ſaide, Tu es Chriſtus filius dei 
ui. Chꝛiſt ſaid not, Ser te Petrum, vpon 
thee Peter, / but ſuper hanc petram, vpon 
this rocke, or table. ſtone, euen thy con- 
feſſion of me to be the ſonne of the li⸗ 
uing Cod, J will build my Church, and 
the gates of hell ſhal not pꝛeuaile againſt 
it. Me ſaide not, againſt Peter, but 
againſt his Church, which he builded 
ppon that rocke of faith that Peter helde. 
Foz Chꝛiſtes wo2ds are, Porte infer ni non 
prenalebunt aduerſus eam, in the feminine 
gender, againſt it: which muſt needes 
halle relation to? ccleſiam, His Church, & 
not to Deter: foꝛ then he would haue ſaid, 

Non preualebit aduerſus eum. Likewiſe he 
ſaide immediatelp, Trb: dabo claues regni 
cxlorum + To thee will I giue the keyes of 1 
the kingdome of heauen / Now it is plain | 


and not to Weters onely perſon : though 
he ſaide to him, but as to his Apoſtle, the | 
charge pertayning to al his Apoſtles, and 
ali the miniſters of * — by — 

right, 


£ 
4 
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right, Quodcunque ligaueris ſuper terram e- 


ret ligat um in cœlis, & quodcunque ſolueris ſu 
per terram, erit ſolutum in cli. Whatſoeuer 
thou fhalt binde vponthe earth, it ſhall be 
bound in lieauẽ, & whatſocuer thou ſhalt 
looſe vpon y earth, it ſhalbe looſed in hea- 


ven, Foꝛ other wile thoſe keyes ot loſing 


t binding had ben loſt cleane and the au⸗ 
thoꝛitp of Chꝛiſtes church had bene ouer⸗ 


thꝛowen to: euer if Meter onelp ſhoulde 
haue poſſeſſed thoſe geves, as parteining 
to himſelfe alone , and not to Chaiſtes 
Church. Foz it followelh in the ſame 
chapter, hom C3117 telling his Apoſtles 
that he muſt go to Leruſalem, and thore 
ſuffer manpthings by the eiders criues 
and pꝛinces ol the eee. „and beYaing, 
and the third day ric agatne from death: 
Peter tooke hi: 1 aſtbe and rebukcd dun, 
ſaying, Let his vez acre from thee, ket not 
this happen to thee. Aberobpon Ohe iſte 
turning hin £ -tiL t ell r, ſarbtunde poſt 
me Satana, ſcanciuuii 0519111: Gs 2770 ſapis 
ea que dei ſunt, ſed aa q ſunt butinure : 
Getthee behind? me, thoa Satan, or Di- 
uellithou art an Ga :ence vnto me; 5 thou 
doeſtnot ſauour of the thinges that are of 
Syd. hut theahinges thar are e of men . So 
anda 4 bye 9 C. that 


# » * 
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that whafſocuer Ch2ifk ſaid fohimbefbze 
if the ſame had not concerned the autho- 
rify of his whole church, but onelp Pe⸗ 


ters perſon:the al the vertue of thoſe ſay- / 
inges had bene clearely quenched,and ta- 


ken from Peter, when Chꝛiſt called him 
Sathan,and bad him come behinde him. 


But, that the right of theſe woꝛdes doth 


belong vnto the whole Church, it is eni- 


_ low-1nthecightene Chapter, ſpoken to | 


Matt. 18. 


ö l Matt-16. 
1 


dent by the woꝛdes of Chꝛiſte that do fol- 


the Church: Qu cunque li gaueritis in terra 
erunt ligata in clo: Et quæcunque ſolueritis 
in terra, erunt ſoluta in cœlo. What ſoeuer ye 
binde in earth, ſhall be bound in heauen: 

and w batſoeuer ve looſe in earth, ſnall be 
Isoſediin heauen. ca, to regarde the ſub⸗ 
ante of Chꝛiſtes woꝛdes touching that 


àuthoꝛity of binding and loſing mentto- 


ned to eter, Chꝛiſt ſaid not, tibi do clanes 
regni cœlorum, I doe giue the keyes of the 
kingdome of heauen to thee , but 20 
debs, I will giue to thee the key es of the 
kingdome of heauen, to looſe and to 
binde. So that Chziltes wozdes were 
ſpoken of the time to come, not ol the 
time pꝛeſent:to be giuen afterward, not 
as giuen pꝛeſently. Whereofit doethfol- 


low, that 1 none ofthe 8 had autho⸗ 


ritie 


i 


| 


7 
A 


| 
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ritie of binding and loſing, of retaining 
a nd remitting the ſinnes of all eſtates of 
men, thꝛough all nations: vntill our ſa⸗ 
\ | uiour Chꝛiſt had ſuffered his death, and 
had waſhed away our ſinnes with his 
bloud, and had conquered death by riſing 
I from death. At the which time they recea⸗ 
ued the holie Ghoſt, as it Hall apprare in 
the ſecond commiſſion, and had that per⸗ 
fourmed, whiche was pꝛomiſed; when 
Chꝛiſt ſaide, I wil give thee tac keyes of John. 20, 
the kingdome of heauen. ut in the mean 
ſeaſon, | befoꝛe that was perloꝛmed:Chꝛiſt 
g perceiuing by his diuine pꝛeſcience and 
| fozelnowledge, that peter ſhouls denie 
him thꝛiſe in one day, be ſaide bnto hun: 
Simon, Ecce Satanas expetimi vos vt cri- Lake. 22. 


braret ſicut triticum:ego autem oraui pro te, 
vt non de ficiat fides tua. & tu alrqrando con- 
uer ſtes couſir ma fratres tuos. Joſe vero dixit ei, 
Domine tecum puratus ſum in carcerem & 
in mortem tre. eAtille dixit, dico tibi Petre, 

| non camabit hodie gallus, a ter al neges, 

= nofſe nie. Simon, ſaith the dyow, Peter: 


Behold Sathan hath defired you, to ſyfte 
you like wheat: but I haue praied for thee, 
that thy faith fayle not - therefore when 


dhou at length art conuerted, confirme & 
0 8. C. ij. ſta- 


Matt. 25. 
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ſtabliſh thy brethren. Then Peter ſaide 


vnto him, Lorde I am readyto g0 with 
thee into priſon & vnto death. But Chriſt 
ſaide, Peter, I tell thee, the cocke ſhall not 
crowe this day, vntill thou haſt thrice de- 
nied that thou knoweſt me.  UWhiche 
woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt were fulfilled the ſame 
night, as ſone as he was bꝛought befoꝛe 


the high pꝛieſt. Fo2 Peter being amongſt 


them that Node by the fire, when he was 


repoꝛted of by a maide, that he was one 


of thoſe which were with Chꝛitt: he aun⸗ 
ſwered, doe not knowe him. When az 
gaine he was tolde by another man, who 


ſtode by the maide, that he was of them: 
he anſwered, I do not know him, Anone 


after, the thirde time, when another man 
ſaid, verily this man was with him, foz 
he is alſo a Galilean: then Peter curſed 
and did lweare, as S. Matthew doth wit⸗ 
nes, that he knew not Chꝛiſt. And imme⸗ 
diatelp the cocke did crowe. And Chziſte 
loked back vpon Peter, and Peter went 


foꝛth, and did weepe bitterip. This Þ 


haue recited ſo muche the moꝛe at large: 
becauſe there be ſome, who would pꝛoue 
authoꝛitie giuen to Peter bythe foꝛmer 


wozdes pans which if they be well | 


cons 


er, that he ſhould not diſpaire, as Judas 
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tonſidered, are but a manifeſtation parts 


ly of Chꝛiſts Godhead in that he did foze- 


know Peter would denie him, partely of 


his mercie ſhewed gratiouſly to Peter, 
whoſe faith he did eſtabliſh with his pꝛai⸗ 


Iſcariot did, who after he had ſold Chꝛiſt, 


went and hanged himſelfe. So, vpon this 
verie lentence of Chꝛiſt, Ego rogaui pro te 
Vetre, vt not de ficiat fides tua: Saint Chzt- Ckriſoſtas ; 
ſoſtome doth ſap, that Chꝛiſte the moꝛe mu in 
ſharpely to repꝛoue Peters p2tde,(who Mar. Cap. 
did pꝛeſume moꝛe of him ſelſe, then any o- 26. Hom. 
ther ofthe Apoſtles) doeth ſigniſie befoze 535: 
vnto him, that his fall ſhal be wozſe then 


the fall of the reſt, and therefoꝛe needeth 
greater helpe to raiſe him vppe againe. 
Mherefoꝛe that he might ſee and feele his 
owne weakenes: Chꝛiſte ſuffered him to 
fal, t told him of it befoꝛe it happened: pet 
he pꝛeſerued him Wall, thꝛough his great 
care + fauour, that he thould not fall from 
him, though he did deme him: wherwith 
he cõfoꝛted him in ſaping, 1 haue prayed 
for thee Peter, that thy faith fail not, Now 


as ſaint Chꝛiſoſtome doth ſhewe,y Chꝛiſt 


did thus manifeſt his diuine knowledge 
and fauour vnto Peter, by fozethewing 
C.iij. him 


N V 
\ 


"- | The rooting out 


him his fall,and pꝛomiling that he would 
rayſe him: fo likewiſe holie Beda w2t- | 


| ting on the ſame wo2des , ſaith,that be | 
| Bedain E- yyho onely knoweth what is inman,both 
i ae God, did foꝛetell in what ſoꝛte, at what 
u. lib. 5. time, how often Peter ſhould dents him: 
+ — as merciful, did pꝛomile him the help 
of his defence, leaſt that any of the fatth- | 
ful either vnadutifedly ſhould pꝛeſume of | 
his owne ſtanding, o2 moꝛe vnaduiſedip 
thould diſpaire fo2 his owne falling. 
Wherefoze to palle ouer other thinges 
that might be ſaide, hereby it is manifeſt 
that the wo2ds of Chꝛiſt ſpoken to Peter 
of his pꝛaper foꝛ him, haue no foꝛce at all 
to pꝛoue any pꝛeeminence o2 ſuperioꝛitie 
in Peter: but they are rather of greate 
fo2ce againſt him. and thoſe that chalenge | 
to be his ſucceſloꝛs, ſith they doe ſhewe | 
notable fall of Peter, by occaſion that he 
had tw greate a confidence in himſelfe,as | 
it is euident by Chꝛiſtes woꝛ ds. 


Chap. 4. 
That the ſecond commiſſion which Chriſt 


gaue out to his Apoſtles, was giuen in 
like ſort as the firſt, not with any grea- 
ter 
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ter authoritic to Peter, then to any of 
the reſt. 


be ſecond commiſſion whi⸗ 
(che our ſauiour gaue to all 
541 - 7 bis Apoſtles, was giuen to 
them after that he had ſuſfes 
| A red death vpon thecroſſe foz 
al ene and hauing redemed them 
with his pꝛecious bloude, was raiſed vp 
againe from death vnto life. This com- 
miſlion is declared by the Euãgeliſt ſaint 
Park in theſe woꝛdes: Nouiſſimè autem Mark. 16. 
recumbentibus illis vndecim apparuit, et ex- 
probrauit incredulitatem illorum & duitiem 
corass,quia his, qui viderant eum re ſurrexiſſe 
non crediderunt. Et dixit eis: euntes in mun- 
dum vniuerſum predicate cuangelium omni 
creaturæs qui crediderit & bapttzatus fuerit, 
ſaluus erit:qus derò non crediderit, condem- 
nabitur. Laſt of all he appeared to the cle- 
uen Apoſtles ſitting at the table: and rebu- 
led them for their vnbeleefe and hardnes 
of their heartes, becauſe they did not be- 
leeue them which had ſeene lum, being ri- 
ſen from death. And he ſayde vnto them: 
Go you into all the world and preach the 
goſpell to cuery creature: Ne that ſhal be- 
e lecue 
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lecue and be baptiſed, ſhal be ſaued: Bur 
who ſo will not belecue, ſhall be damned: 


pꝛomiſes, what ſignes ſhould followe the 
whobeleeucd:ts wit, y in his name they 
ſhould caſt out diuels, they ſhould Ws 
new languages, they ſhoulde take away 
ſerpentes, pea, it they did d2inke poplon, 


their hands vpon diſeaſed perlons, 4 they 
ſhouldrecouer. The meaning and man⸗ 


lohn. 20. Cum ergo jero eſſet die ill, vna ſabbatorum , 
& fores eſſent clan ſæ, vbi erant diſcipuli con- 
| gregatipropter me tum Iudlæurum:venit leſus 
2 ſtetit in mellio, && dixt eis, pax dobit. Et cis 
| bec dixiſſet, oſtendit cis mantis & latiis. Gauiſi 
ſunt ergo diſcipuli viſo domino. Dixit ergo cis 
iterum, pax ale cut miſit me pater, & ego 
mitto vos. Hoc cum dreſſer , in ſufflauit, G- 
dixit eit: Accipite ſpiritum ſanttum : 
quorum remiſeritis peccata, remittuntur eis. 
& quorum retinueritis peccata , retenta 
ſunt. The ſame day then at nighte, which 
was. the firſt daye of the wecke ,and 
* hen tl the dores were ſhut, where the diſ- 
=Y | ciples 


vnto which commillion he added furthers 


— 
* 


it ſhould not hurt them, they ſhoulde lay 


ner of this commiſſion that Chꝛiſte did 
giue them, is declared farther by the E⸗ 
uangeliſt ſaint John, in that he doth ſay 7. 


1. 


3 


of the Romiſh ſupremacie. 41 
ciples were aſſẽbled for feare of the Iewes, 
leſus came & ſtood inthe middelt of the, 
and ſaid vnto thẽ, peace be vnto you, And 
when he had ſayd that, he ſhewed vnto 
them his hands and his ſide, hen were the, 
diſciples glad, hen they had ſeene the 
Lord. Then ſaide Ieſus againe vnto them, 
peace be vnto you: as my father ſent me, 
ſol allo ſend you. And when he had laide 
this, he breathed vpon them, and ſayde vn- 
to thẽ: receiue you the holy ghoſt. Who 
ſoeuers ſinnes you ſhall forgiue, they are 
forgiuen them, and wholoeue rs ye retein, 
they are reteined By this later commiſ⸗ 
ſion our ſauiour Chꝛiſt gaue to all his 
Apoſtles like power and equal authoꝛitp, 
to go thꝛough the whole wo:lb, 4 fo pꝛech 
the goſpell of ſaluation to all creatures, 
of whome he ſaid in general. He that ſhal 
beleeue and be baptiſed, ſnall be ſaued:he 
that will not see mall be damned. e 
gaue them equall authoꝛ itp and power to 
remit and reteine the ſinnes of all, both 
Jewes and Gentiles: which by their firſt 
commiſſion they could not, becauſe they 
had not authozity to pꝛeach vnto any, but 
to the loſt ſherpe of the houſe cf Jſrael, 7 
ſap, this authozity nowe giuen the Apo⸗ 
| C. v. tles, 


A, 
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tles, was giuen in cquall and like mans 
ner to them all:and not fo one moꝛe then 
to all the reff,UWherfo2e vnleſſe that Sa- 


tan had mightily puffed vp the biſhops of 


Rome, naming them ſelues Peters ſuc- 
teſſours, whome Chꝛiſte once called Sa- 
tan, and J know not in what they be his 
ſucceſſours,vnleſe it be in that: it might 
ſeeme ſtrange that any man pꝛetending 


the name and faith of a Chꝛiſtian, ſhoulde 
ſq farre abuſe Chaiſtes woꝛde and com- 


miſlion, as to claim ſuch authozity , ſo far 
greater then his woꝛde and commiſſion 
doth extend vnto. But it is a true ſaying, 


who ts ſo blind as he that wil not ſee? e- 
rily if the Papiſtes woulde read and ſc 
with an humble ſpir it, and obedient hart 
to the almighty God, that which is wꝛit- 


ten in his woꝛde, as J beſeche the Loꝛde 


they may:then out of doubt they ſhoulde 
nde that Peter had no greater oꝛ larger 


autho2ity then other the Apoſtles had. 


Neither did he euer . ſuch autho- 
rity aboue other the Apoſtles, as the 15y - 
ſhops of Rome haue done aboue all other 
biſhops, vnder the falſe pꝛetence, that they 
are Peters ſucceſſours, becauſe foꝛ ſo 
they a are Byſhops of Rome, t therein (as 
they 
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they lar) doe ſucccede Saint Peter. 


\ Chap.s. 
That Peter was neuer at Rome, as farre as 
may be gatherd by the ſcriptures, 
Tpherefore che Popes ſupremacie may not 
be laide on that foundation. 


] U T to touch this by the 
wap, foꝛ ſo much as they 
make ſo much a do about it, 
by the ſcriptures they can 
not pꝛoue ↄᷣ Peter was euer 
5 af Rome:much leſſe that he was Byſhoy 
| of Rome. But this we can pꝛoue, that 
he was at Jeruſalem ; and in many o⸗ 

ther places, gouerning and inſtructinge 

the congregation of Chꝛiſte. Yea —_— 

thꝛee yeares after ſaint; Paules conucr 

fron : we read that he went to Jerulalem Cat. 1. 
to ſee Peter: and hauing bene in lundzy 
Countries, after other fourefeene yearcs 
he went vp to Jeruſalem agatne, t talked 

with him. Peter after ward came fo An⸗ 

tioche, where ſaint Paul alſo mette wit 
him, as his woꝛds doe witnes to the Gar 
latians . ( um autem veriſſe tPetris Au- Calat. 2 
tiochtam, ti facicm ei reſtui, artia repre hoc n ſi- 


* beil:s 
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bilis erat. Prius enim quam venirent quida 4 
Tacobo, ci gen tibus edebat: qua ante deniſ- 
ſent, ſub lhe: + ſepregabs t ſe cc: ſea 
ck vidiſſem quod non Wn. 1 ambularent ad ve- 
ritate euangelij, dixi Cephæ cora omnibus: ſi 
tu ci Iudæus ſis, gentiliter viuis, & non Iudai- 
ce, quomodo gent es cogis [udaizarez There- 
| fore when Peter did come to Antioche, 
ſaith ſaint Paul, I withitood him to his 
face, becauſe he was to bee rebuked. 
For before that ſome came from lames, 
he did cate with the gentiles: when they 
were come, he did withdrawe him ſelfe. 
& c. But when I ſawe that they went not 
the right way to the truth of the Goſpel, 
I aide to Cephas (that is Peter) before 
them all: if thou being a Iewe, liueſt as a 
gentile, and not like a Iewe : why doeſt 
n e the gentiles to liue after the 
manner of Iewes: Nowe this rebuke of 
Paul (foꝛ that is wozth the notinge alſo) 
Peter did patiently beare and ſuffer at 
Paules handes . Whereby it is ma⸗ 
nifeſt that Peter did not claime the Po- 
piſh ſupꝛemacie, neither did ſaint Paul 
make moꝛe accoũt of Peter, then of other 
the Apoſtles, repꝛouing him, becauſe he 
had bꝛought the Jewes and —— 
into 
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into his diſſimulation. And here! to paſſe 


oacr the frailfy or Peter in this his great 
offence) it is to be conãdered, becauſe the 
Biſhopnes of Rome haue claimed a ſuc⸗ 
ceſfion from him, that if there ought to 
haue beene ſuch a ſucceſſion as thep ima⸗ 
gine of Peter, rather then of other the A⸗ 
poſtles, the Biſhops of Antioche then by 
likelihood ſhold haue claimed the right of 
Peters ſucceſſoꝛs, rather then the biſhops 
of Rome: ſith if doth not apprare in a⸗ 
ny place of the holp ſcriptures, that euer 
Peter was af Rome but at Antioche it 
appeareth, and in ſundꝛie places of Aſia, 
and other the Caſt partes cf the world. 


Howbeit, 3 denie not, but that ſome hi- kuleb. ib. 
ſtoziea and Chꝛonicles doe make menti⸗ 2. cap. 14. 


on, that Peter was at ome. Which * 

willnotſay ,y they were made to lap (0, 
co2rupted by popiſh ſeffers ſoꝛth of th: 
can not affirme it: but this I can affirme 
t wil boldly ſay, that al, which thoſe ht - 
ſtoꝛies x Ch2onicles doe w2it of Peters 
being at Rome, is not agreable with the 


woꝛd of God, + therefo2e is not of vs to 


be credited, ſeeing that it is contrarie fo 


the woꝛd of truth. And herein all wiſe me 


may conũder, that leeing Pauls tourney 
from 


\ 


* 
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from Jeruſalem to Rome is moſt plainly | 
ſet fo2th in the ſcriptures, from place to 
place, fro Jland to Jland, from coũtrie, | 
f9coticry,# what he did either by land oz 
bp ſea: much moꝛc if deter had krauei⸗ 
led fromantioche to Rome, and that his 
tourney had beene of ſo great weight to 
dur ſaluation, as the papiſtes doe pꝛe⸗ 
tende, by grounding chere vppon the ſu⸗ 
p2enacie and authoꝛitie of the WBtithops 
of Rome, it is to be thought that Peters 
iournepy ſhoulde haue bene wzitten and | 
ſet foo nh molt expꝛeſlelp. Pea, ot all like 
lihood it ſhould haue bene ertolled moꝛe 
then the tourncts of famous Empe⸗ 
rours: then rerxes tourney into Greece, | 
with tenne hundꝛeth thouſande men: 
then Nlexander the grrate his iournep to 
conquere the whole v oꝛlde: then Julius | 
Celars iourne pes in his conguetT of Aſia, 
France, Spaine, England, and many os | 
ther nations. But ik the apiſtes kanſies 
be true: belike ſaint Peter did flie in the | 
kits aboue the ground, and neither fras 
nailed by ſea, no: —_— Certainely; | 
*1*3 ig euident, that the ſoundation of ths | 
Nami 1 is to weale to bears 
ante weight, as they Would haue it:ſering 

| that 
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that it hath no ground in all. the ſcrip⸗ 
tures, but onely in mans cozrupt deuiſes, 
foꝛ woꝛldly vainc gloꝛie. As in deede it is 
moſt vngodly extolled, and aduaunced, by 
Albertus, Pighius, Eckius, Yoſius, and 
ſuch other Romiſh clearkes, and Bopiſhe 
Sophtffers: who doe exalt the Biſhop of 
Rome to the celeſtiall hierarchies: and 
make a doubt whether he be a mere man 
oꝛ no: whether he haue not as great pow⸗ 
er as our Sauiour Chꝛ iſt had: with other 
ſuch matters grounded on his ſupꝛema⸗ 
tie, moſt vaine, and blaſphemous to the 
diſhonour of Cod, and our Dantour Jeſu 
Chꝛiſt, in whoſe woꝛd it hath no ground. 
| Fo2(to go foꝛ ward with Peters being at 

Rome, j foundatis of this ſupzemacy S. 
Paul being at Rome in the time of Nero 
the Emperoꝛ, did wꝛite his Epiſtle to the 
Coloſſiãs, in the fourth Chapter wherof, 
ſending arefings 4 ſalutations from his 


kriendes that were then at Rome with 
him, he ſaith to the Coloſſians: Salutat wor Col. 4. 


Ariftarchus , & Marcus conſobrinus Bar- 
nabæ, & le ſus, qui dicitur init. He ſoli ſunt 
adinutores mei in regno Dei, qui mihi fuere ſo- 
latio. Salutat vos Epaphras, qui ex vobit eſt 
ſeruus Chriſti, Salutat vos Lucas medics 
chariſumus, C Demas, Ariſtarchus doth ſa- 
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Jute you, & Marcus, Barnabas ſiſters ſonne 
& Icſus which is called Iuſtus. Theſe on- 
ly are my workfellowes to the kingdome 
of God, which haue bene a comfort! to me. 
Epaphras doth ſalute you, which is one of 
you, the ſeruant of Chriſt. Luke the belo+» 
ued phyſician, and Demas doe ſalute you 
alſo. now if Peter had bene at Rome in 
the time of Nero with Paul: was not he 
woꝛthie to haue bene named in theſe ſa⸗ 
lutations, as well as Ariſtarchus, Mars 
cus, Jeſus, Cpaphꝛas, Luke, and Demag 
would not he haue ben a fellowhelper to 
Maul: which ſaint Paul ſatth none were, 
but onelp thdſe thꝛæ, whom he nameth fo 
them, and Peter is none of them. Pes 
doubtleſſe. Mhereby it appeareth, he was 
not then at Rome. Againe he waiteth af- 
ter warde from Rome 'vnfo Timothie. 
Feſtina ad me venrre cito. Demas enim me re- 
liquit, duligeni hoc ſeculum, & abyr Theſſaloni- 
cam: Crefcers in Galatiam: Titus in Dalma: 
ee. Lucas eſt mecum ſolus. . Nlarcum aſſu. 
& adductecum eſt enim vtilis mihi in 
Ds .Tychicum autem miſi Epheſum. 
Haſte thee to come to me quickly. For 
Demas hath forſaken me, embracing this 


preſent 9 and is gone to Theſſalot 
Nicas 
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nica: Creſcens into Galatia: Titus to Dal- 


matia. Luke is only with me. Lake Marke 
and bring him with thee: for he is profita- 

ry. Tichicus I haue 
ſent to Epheſus &c. Howe if Peter had 
beene at "Rome with Paul , when he. 
| w2ote this Epiſtle to Timothie: then he 


ble tome in y y minilte 


would not haue wꝛitten, that there was 


none with him but Luke only, and ther⸗ 


foꝛe required Timothy to bꝛinge Parke 


with him, then would he not haue added 


of the R omniſh ſupremacie. 49 


that which there doth follow, that at his 


firſt anſwering no man did alliſt him, 
but all did forſake him: which J thinke 


the Papiſtes will not ſay Þ Peter would 
haue done, ik he at that time had beene at 
Nome with Paul, which that hee was 


not at any time: it may be farther coniecs 


| tured by that which is wꝛitten in the ſe⸗ 


cond to the Galathians: how James Pe⸗ 


ter and John made an agreement with 


Patil and Barnabas that they ſhoulde 


| p2cach vnto the Gẽtiles, as James, Peter 


and John vnto the circumciſed, which arc 
the Jewes . And vppon this agreement 
they did pledge their f: faith, and gaue their 


Galat. 2. 


right hande of fellowthippe one to the o | 


| ther, Whereby it may be gathered, that 


D, Peter 


4 


* 
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u. Peter. 1. Peter did rather frequent thoſe places | 


where the Jewes were moze diſperſed, as 
Põtus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, Bithy⸗ 
nia, to the which he wꝛiteth alſo his firſt 
Gpiſtle , then the landes ol G2zece and 
Italp, with the citie of Rome, repleniſhed 
with p Gentiles, hauing fewer Jewes 
 amongeſf thẽ. Al which things laid toge⸗ 
ther:it will appeare to be verie likelp, p 
Peter was neuer at Rome, neither be⸗ 
fo:e py time of Nero, noꝛ in Neroes time 


tion ok the Romiſhe Biſhops ſupzemas 
cie vppon Peters being at Rome, to ber 
à verie weake and fickle foundation: as 
all the other groundes ol his ſupze mat ie 
are, with the reſt of his religion. 


. 
That although Peter had beene at Rome, 


the Church, which honour is proper 
vnto Chriſt onely. By the way, againſt 
the ſacrifice of the Maſle, and the Po- 
piſh tranſubſtantiation, 5 


with Paul. Which pꝛoueth the foundas | 


yet could he not be the foundation of 


But 


11 
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T whether that ſaint 
US yo * < Peter were at Rome 02 
Ano, it makes no gret mat- 
ter. It is ſufficient, thaf 
ri can not be pꝛoued by p 

F fcriptures. But ik it were 
graunted bnfo the papiſtes: it maketh 
nothing foz the Popes ſupꝛemacic. Fo? 
ſaint Paul ſaith, Fund. mer ane aliud nemo 
poteſt ponere, præt er id quod poſitit eſt, quod cis 
Chriftus Jeſus, No man can lay any rela 


foundation, then v y which is laide, which is 


Chriſt Ieſus. And ſaint Peter bimſelfe 
ſaith in the ſeconde Chapter oc his firfe 


epiſtle, Deponentes ig ioitur emnem malii iam, 

cremnem dolum, & » ſomulationes, 2 jnudi- 
as, & omnes detratliones, ſicut meds geniti 

infaute es lac ſermonis ſine dolo concupiſcite, 


v in eo creſcatis in ſalutem: ſi tamen guſta- 


tis quoniam dulcis et dominus. Ad quem 
acceaentes,lapide viuum, ab hominibus quide 
reprobatutm, a deo autem electum ac honorifi- 
cata: & ipſr,tanqua lapides viui ſuperearfica- 
mini, domus Sprritualts, ſuce rdotiis ſanctũ, of- 
ferre ho#tias ¶pirituales acceptabiles deo per 
leſum Chriſtum, Laying away therefore all 
malice, & al guile, & Jiſſemblings, & en- 
uies and all bacbitinges „as newe borne | 
D. j. babes ö 


0 


1. Cot. 3. 
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babes deſire the ſincere milke of Gods 


worde, that thereby you may growe vn- 
to ſaluation: if ſo be that you haue taſted |} 
that the Lorde is ſwete. Vnto whome 
comming, as to a liuing ſtone, difallow- 
ed of men, but choſen of God, and preti- 
ous: vppon him be ye builded, as liuing 
ſtones, a ſpirituall houſe, a holy Prieſt- 
hoods, to offer vp ſpirituall ſacrifices, ac- 
ceptable vnto God through Icſus Chriſt. 
Out of the which woꝛdes of S. Paul 
and ſaint Peter, we haue to learne two 
notable thinges: one, that Chziſte our 
ſauiour is the foundation, and the lining 
ſtone, which p builders refuſed, but God 
accepted it: 4 honoured it: the other, that 
the fatthfull muſt be laide on this foun- 
dation, t as liuing ſtones, be builded vp⸗ 
pon that head and pꝛincipall cozner ſtone 
euen Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which the moze effecs 
tually to declare vnto vs, ſaint Peter tel⸗ 
leth all the faithfull, that they, who are ſo 
builded, are made a ſpirituall houſe, and 
à holp pꝛieſthoode, to offer ſpirituall ſa- 
trifices, acceptable to God thꝛough Jeſus | 
Chꝛiſte: ſpiritual! ſacrifices,and not cars 
nall , oꝛ tranſubſtantiated ſacrifices, 
as the Biſhoppe of Nome, and * pꝛe⸗ 
ates 
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lates doe falſely faine themſelues fo doe. 


| Fo? (to goe a little from my chiefe pur⸗ 


poſe to ſift thishoꝛrible hereſte of popery) 
J coulde neuer finde mall the holy ſcip- 
fures , 02 any hyſtoꝛie of the pꝛimitiue 
Church, Þ euer this kind of tranſubſtan⸗ 
tiated ſacrifice was ment oꝛ ſpoken of 
by Ch:ilt : but that his Church did al- 

wapes receaue and allow the ſacrament 
of Chꝛiſtes body and bloode, in ſuch ſpi⸗ 
rituall manner, as Saint Paul declareth 

in the firſt Epiſtle to the Cozinthtans, 1. Cor: x 

the eleuenth Chapter. No: in all the he- 


ö reſies that trobled the pꝛimitiue Church 


which were onerth2own by p fower firſt 
general toũcels, there is not one wo2d oꝛ 
queſtion moued of it: but it was conti⸗ 
nually vſed as the myſterie and ſacra- 
ment of Chꝛiſtes body and bloode , In 
which ſoꝛt it continued in the beſt parts 
of Chꝛiſtendome, in the beſt times, ſtill: 
vntill at the length the Biſhop of Nome, 
| called a councell at Laterane within his 
owne pꝛouince of Italie, in the which 
this decree was made, Christi corpus & Con. Later 
—— in ſacramento altaris, ſub Pe ciebus anno. do- 
panis & vini veraciter continenturt trunſub- mini. 1215. 


fantiatit, pane in Corpus, & vino in ſangui- 
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nem, poteſiate diuina . Theſe are the 
wo2des of the firſte Canon of the 
councel holden at Rome , in Laterang 
vnder Pope Innocent the third, and cal⸗ 
led the great Lateran counteli, kept the 
reare of our Loꝛd. 1215. Ok the which Cas 
non the woꝛdes doe ſounde in Engliſh, 
That the bodie and bloud of Chriſte are | 
verily contained in the Sacrament of the 
altar vnder the formes of bread and wine: 
the bread beeing tranſubſtantiated,that is 
to lay, the ſubſtance of it turned into his | 
bodie,and the wine into his bloud,by the 
power of God. This notable deuiſe of 
tranſubſtantiation coulde not be found 
out foꝛ the ſpace of twelue hundꝛed and 
fourtcene peres after Chꝛiſt:his Apoſtles 
Euangeliſtes, Diſciples, Doctours, gene- 
rai! councels, knew it not. They thought 
the woꝛdes of the ſacrament to be ſpiri⸗ 
tually meant, and to be ſpoken by wap of 
a figure: as S. Auguſtine, to cite one foz | 
many, doth ſap expꝛeſſelp, that in theſe 
woꝛdes, Niſi manducaueritis carnem fily 
I Augulit. homies, & ſanguine m ems biberitts, non ha- | 
2 „ckeln pebrtts vitam in vobis, Figura ef, precipiens 
na Chri- ä i > 
ans lib. paſſioni Domini eſſe communicandum, & ſua- 
3. Ep. 16. tiber atque vtiliter recondendum in memoria 


quod 


Anm 
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quod pro nobis caro eius crucifixa & —_— 


ta ſit. Whereas Chꝛiſt doth ſay, Vnle 


you cate the fleſh of the ſonne of man ,and 
drinke his bloud,you ſhall haue no life in 
Fou: his is a figure ſaith S Auguſtine, or 
2a manner ofſ peech commanding vs to be 
partakers of the paſſion of Chri i; & com- 
fortably to lay vp in our mindes, that his 


fleſh was crucified and wounded for our 
_ fakes, Mo2eouer, ſpeaking farther vpon 


the ſame woꝛdes, on the ſixth Chapter of 

Saint Johns Goſpell : he ſheweth what 

it is fo eate Chꝛiſtes fleſh and dꝛinke his 

bloud. Hoc ef ergo manducare illam eſcam, Auguſt. in 
& illum bibere polum: in {hriſto mauere, G. Johan. 
illum manentem in ſe habere. T his is there- tract. a5. 
fore to eate that me ate, and drinke that 


dirrinke: to dwell in Chriſte, and to haue 


Chriſt dwelling in him. Ac per hoc, qui non 
manet in Chriſto, & in quo non manet Chri- 
tus: procul dubio nec manducat ſpiritualiter 
carnem eius, necbibit eius ſanguinem, licet 
carnaliter & viſibiliter premat dentibres ſa- 
cramentum corporis & ſanguinis Chritti - ſed 


magis tantæ rei ſacramentum ad iudicium ſibi 


mænducat & bibit, quia immundus præſump- 
fit accedere ad Chricti ſacramenta, que alt- 


guts non 1 argne len Tt, niſi qui mundus et, 
D. tis. And 
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And therfore, faith Auguſtine, he y doeth 
not dwel in Chriſt, & in whom Chriſt do- 
eth not dwell:doubtles he neither eateth 
ſpiritually the fleſh of Chriſt, nor drinketh 
his bloud, although he go carnally and vi- 
ſibly preſſe with his teeth the ſacrament 
of Chriſtes bodie and bloud: but rather he 
doth eatc and drinke the ſacrament of ſo 
worthy a thing to his 1udgement and con- 
demnation, becauſe he doth preſume, be- 
ing vncleane, to come to Chriſtes ſacra- 
mentes, which no man can worthely re- 
ceiue, but he only, that is pure and cleane. 
Wy Chziltes wozds.therefoze,beeing wel 
weighed, as it may appeare by S. Augu⸗ 
ſtines woꝛds vpon them, it map well be 
gathered, that Chꝛiſt did not meane any 
tranſubſtantiation, oz changing the ſub- 
ſtance of the ſacramentall bꝛead into his 
natural bodie, of the ſacramentall wine 
into his naturall bloud:but a myſtical & 
ſpiritual fod to the ſoule, wher of the wic⸗ 
ked are not partakers, who are yet par⸗ 
fakers of the ſacramental bꝛead # wine, 
which do ſignificy body & bloud of Chziſt: 
foꝛ our ſauiour doth ſay, that Whoſoeuer 
doth eate his fleſh,& drink his bloud: hath 
euerlaſting life. Wherfoze it cannot be, p 
tbe 
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the ſacramenfil bzead ⁊ wine ſhould be 5 Pp 
verie natural bodie t bloud of Chꝛiſt: fo2 


as much as the wicked, who ſhal not liue 
fo; euer, are partakers of them, mean ol 
the bꝛead e wine in the ſacrament, as wel 


as the godly. Foz as Paul doeth wzite to 
P Coꝛinthians, Brethren I wold not haue 
you ignorant. how al our forefathers were 
vnder y cloud, & al paſſed through the ſea, 
& were baptiſed vnto Moſes in the cloud 
and in the ſea: Et omnes eandem eſcam 2 ſpe 
rituale manducarunt, & omnes eunde pora ſpi- 
ritualem biberunt : bibebant autem de ſpiri- 


tual; conſequente cos Petra: Petra autem erat 


Chriſtus. And they did al eat the ſame ſpi- 


rituall meate, and they did all drinke the 


1. Cot. 10. 


ſame ſpirituall drinke: For they did drink 


of the ſpitituall rocke that followed them: 


and that roc ke was Chriſt. Wherein we 
ſe, firſt, that the wicked among the 
Jewes, with whome God was not pleas 
ſed, did eniope the ſame ſacramentes of 
Chzilte,the cloude, the ſea, the meate, the 
d2inke, which the godly did: yet did they 


not eniop p ſame life by Chꝛiſt, which the 


godly did: foꝛ it followeth in Saint Paul, 


that God was not pleaſed with many of 


them, Cahich wozdes are meant of the 
D. v. wic⸗ 


I} 
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wicked. Secondly, we ſe that the godly 
amongeſt the Jewes did cafe the ſame 


meate, and dꝛinke the ſame dꝛinke, that 
the godly amongeſt the Coꝛinthians did, 


to whome S. Paul doeth weite: yea that 


Paul him ſelfe, 4 the Apoſtles did. Now - 

the Jewes did it, In ſpe futuri Chriſti, In the 
hope of Chriſt to come, foꝛ their redemp- 
tion t deliuer ance from their ſinnes, and | 
from death. whereof it enſueth, that our 

eating t dzinking, in certa fiducia preterits 
Chriſti, in true beliefe that Chriſt is come, 
and hath redermed vs, and ſhed his blood | 


| Foz vs:muſt be the partaking of a meate 
ſpirituall, and a ſpirituall dꝛinke, no leſſe 


then that which Paul ſaith, that their 
fathers did eate and dꝛinke. Foꝛ he ſaith 
plainely. They did eate the ſame meat,and 
drunke the ſame drink,that lowed out of 
therocke,and the rocke' is Chriſt, Foz, as 


the Jewes did it in a figure of Chꝛiſte, by 


faith. in whom to come they were ſaued, 
as Chꝛiſt doth fay of Abꝛaham, Abraham 


| deſired to ſee my day, he ſaw it and reioi- 
ced:ſo are we taught to doe it, in remem⸗ 
bꝛance of Chꝛiſt by faith, in whom being 


Ade are ſaued, where vpon our ſaui⸗ 
our 
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our ſaid fo his diſciples, Doe this in remẽ- Luke. 222 


brance of me.Which Paul declareth far⸗ 


ther in the firſt to the Cozinthians, the 1. Cor. 11 


eleuenth chapter, where, alter that he had 
declared the maner of the Lo2ds ſupper, 
he addeth to both the parts of it. Hoc faci- 


te ad mei re cordationem. Quotieſcung, enim 


manducabitis panem hunc, & calicem bibetis: 


mortẽ dominiannuntiabitis,donec veniat. Do 
this in remembrance of Ki e, ſaith Chꝛiſte: 
For as often (ſaith Paul, expounding the 
woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt) as ye ſhall eat this bread 
and drinke of this cup : ye {hall ſhewe the 
death of the Lord vntil <1 come. So then, 
if theſe thinges be well conſidered, which 
J haue b2tefly touched out of the wo2des 

of Chꝛiſt, declared by his holy euangeliſts 
and Apoſtles:the godly J truſt, ſhal eaſily 
percetue, that Pope Innocent the thirde 


tould by noaufozity of ſcriptures pꝛoue 


any tranſubſtantiation in the ſacramet : 
although it were confirmed by neuer ſo 
greate a councel of men, aſſembled at 
Rome, hauing in it, as they ſay , Archby- 


hops 7o. Byſhops 400. Abbats 12. P2te 


oꝛs conuentual 800, beſides the Dꝛatoꝛs 


and Ambaſſadours of Greece, of the Ro | 


maine Empire, of the kinges of * 
em, 
F 
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lem, France, Spaine, England, Cypꝛus, 
and other kingdomes. Manp: but all to 
little, to take vppon them to alter and 
change the oꝛdinance and inſtitution 
which our Sauiour Chꝛiſt had with his 
owne woꝛdes eſtabliſhed, and ſet in his 
church, foꝛ the ſpace of aboue twelue hun⸗ 
dꝛed peares together, befoze the contra⸗ 
ry was decreed, though ſome did dꝛeame 
of it. But Pope Innocent was ſure fo 
enact there what he wold,fo2 that he had 
aboue the number of twelue hund2ed 
ſhauen crounes in his councel with him: 
ſo that neither Pꝛinces no2z Oꝛatoꝛs of 
Pꝛinces might hinder his pꝛetẽſes. The 
leſſe it is to be meruelled at, that the by- 
ſhop of Rome would take vppon him ſo 
pꝛoudly to be abone al other byſhops,yca 
the Emperours themſelues,and kings of 
this wozld:ſe&ing that he fooke vpon him 
to do moꝛe then euer Chil did, that is, to 
make Chꝛiſt our creatoꝛ and redemer 
of a peece of bead, whenſoener he liſt, and 
to make that euerp one of his pꝛieſts and 
chaplens might do the ſame alſo:as them 
ſelues haue a ſaping, Sacerdos eſt creator 
creatoris ſui, The prieſt doth make his ma- 
ker. And all by the authozity of this La- 
teran 
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teran Councel, not by Chaifts ſcriptures. 
And all fo2 the aduancing of his wozlblp 


glozp, ⁊ extolling of his clergie thꝛough- 


out all Chzifttan kingdomes, which after 


came to paſſe, to the taking awap of the 
gods and liues of a great number of god 
true Chꝛziſtians: who would not be leeue 
ſuch a new deuiſed faith of y ſacrament of 
Chaiſt,ſet fozth ſo lately, ſo fondly, ſo vn- 
godly , neuer befoze allowed as any point 
of our chaiſtiã faith,fo2 the ſpace of ſo mas 
ny hundzed yeres after Chꝛiſt, as q haue 
ſhewed. Fo2 in the fozmer ages the god- 
ly had bene taughte , that Chꝛiſte accoz- 
ding to the pꝛeſence of his naturall bo⸗ 
dye was aſcended into heauen: but by 
the benefifes of his ſpirite, and by 
the fruite of his paſſion, he is alwapes 
pꝛeſent with the who doe beleeue in him. 
Wherofhe gaue them a moſt liuelp mo- 
niment, and pledge, in the bleſſed ſacra- 
ment of his body and bloud: a moniment 
foꝛ vs to remember his death, t a pledge 
to vs of euerlaſting life, with out trans 
ſubſtantion of the bzeade and wine, oz 
any alteration thereof at all, other wiſe 
then of common bꝛead and wine, to make 
it by * woꝛds of Chꝛiſt the ſ * 
: 2cad 
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bꝛead x wine, the ſignes of Chꝛiſtes body 
and bloud, he being by thoſe creatures of 
bꝛead t wine repꝛeſented to vs, that we 
map therby with the mouth ok our faith (p 
Imap ſo ſpeak) receiue ſpiritually p very 
ſelfe ſame Chꝛiſt, god and man, that was 
boꝛzne of the virgin arp, ſuffered death 
foʒ our ſinnes,aſcended info heauen, and 

ſitteth on the right hand of God the father 
almighty, thence ſhall he come at the laſt 
dap, to iudge Þ quick ⁊ the dead. And this 
molt heauenly maner of the ſpiritual re⸗ 
teiuing of Ch21fte, is mozeagreable fo 
our chꝛiſtian religion, then is the Romiſh 
dzeam of tranſubſtantiation, which doth 
as muchabhozre from religion, as it doth 
from reaſon. And therefoze not to be ſuf- 
fered in the Church of Chꝛiſt: but vtterly 
to be roted out, foꝛ the manifolde abſur⸗ 
dities, and groſle erroꝛs, that ſpꝛing of it. 
Thus much by the way againſte the Po⸗ 
piſh hereſꝑ ot tranſubſtantiatidõ: wherof, 
though not ſo greatly perteining to the 
matter, that J haue in hãd, pet J thought 
god fo ſay ſomewhat, becauſe J do know 
that the Pope of Rome hath lefte this 
errour behind him, in the hearts of many 
ſimple men, whome God of his mercy 
lighten, 
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ligbtẽ, tbat they may fele the knowledge 
and nn ofthe truth, 


| | Chap. 7 

That Chriſtes wordes to [Pot after his 
ſeconde commiſſion, when hee ſaide 
thriſe vnto him, Feede my ſheepe, proue 
not any ſupremacie of lum aboue his 
brethren. | 


„„D returne therefoze to mp 
2 #| purpoſe, to the ſupzemacis 
| Tee: of the Pope, which J haue 
(ON oy chewed alreadie how little 
ground it hath, either on 
Chꝛiſtes commiſſions, oz on Peters be- 
ing at Nome, oꝛ on the foundation of the 
Church, which is Chꝛiſte Jeſus: I come 
to that which the Papiſtes haue ſo much 
in their monthes , that Chzift when hee 
appeared laſt to his Apoſtles , did alke. 
of Peter thzile , whether bee did loue 
him moze , then the other Apoſtles did. 
Dixit Simoni Petro Ieſus: Simon lohannis Iohn. 21. 
diligis me plus his? Ait ille, etiam domine tu 
| ſeis quia amo te. dixit ei, paſce agnos meoscc. 
Teſus ſaide to Simon Peter, Simon the 
ſonne of Iona, doeſt thou loue me more 
then theſe? (meaning the reſt ol his diſs 
ciples 
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ſciples there pꝛeſent Meter aunſwered & 


| ſaid, Lord thou knoweſt y I do loue thee, 


Chriſte ſaide vnto him, feede my lambes. 


He ſaide to him againe tha ſeconde time: 


Simon the ſonne of Iona loueſt thou mee? 


Peter aunſwered, yea Lord, thou knoweſt 
Iloue thee. Chriſte ſaide vnto him, feede 
my ſheepe. And when he aſked him the 
thirde time the ſame queſtion: Peter bee- 
ing ſorie he aſked him ſo often, and there- 
fore anſwering him, Lorde thou Knbweſt 


all thinges, thou eee that L louethee : 


Ieſus ſaid vnto him, feede my ſheepe. Ups 
on the which woꝛds, ſo often repeated, the 
Biſhoppes of Rome faine would ground 
their authoꝛitie, that they haue the vni⸗ 
nerſall cure and charge of all Chꝛiſtes 
flocke: ſo much the moꝛe, becauſe Chꝛiſt 
demaunded of Peter, whether he loued 
him moꝛe then the other did. But they 
mult be giuen to vnderſtand, that Chꝛiſte 
did aſke Peter that queſtion, in reſpecte 


that he had iuſt cauſe to loue him moꝛe 
then all the other: becauſe he had ſinned 
moꝛe grienouſly againſt Chꝛiſt, in denp⸗ 


ing him thꝛiſe, and he had foꝛgiuen him. 
Nov reaſon doth require, that he ſhould 


loue moꝛe, to whom moze is foꝛgiuen: as 
our 


of the Romnſh ſupre macie. 6; 


as our ſamour doth teache. And vpon 
this place Saint Cy2ztl doeth note, 


Who doeth adde alſo, touching the 
th2& demaundes made by Chꝛiſte to 


he had openly denied the times that 
be did know Chziſt: ſo 


Peter,whether he enen that as 
h 


Chꝛiſt: to the intent, that he might 


recouer the honour ofhts Apoltleſhip, 


which he had ſoꝛſaken as it were, by 


denping him. Quia Citi in alys apoſtola- Cyrili in 1 


| muik open- 
ly confeſſe thꝛe times, that he did loue 


tus nomine Petrus ab ipſo ( hriſto decora - gelium lo- 
tus, ter in tempore paſſionis negant : iure dn, lib. tz, 


nunc ab co terna duleclionis confeſſio peti- 


tur, vt ternanegatio æquali dilecttionis nu- 
mero compenſetur. Be cauſe that Peter 
being aduanced with others by Chriſt 


to the Apolilethippe. did thriſe denie 
him at the time of his paſſion: therfore 
he is iuſtly nowe required to confeſſe 
thriſe that he doth loue him, that his 
three denials may be recompenſed 


vvith equall number of loue. Ita quod 


verbis commiſſum fuit verbis e So 
the offence committed by wordes, is 


cured by wordes, Wihtich iudgement 


E. o 


18 * 


Cap. 64. 
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of S. Cpꝛil is in the ſame maner con⸗ 
firmed by (aint Auguſtine, So that 
Auguſt _ this ſaying of Chꝛiſt to Peter did not 
| n giue any further, oꝛ greater authozity 
x3. to him, then the reſt of the Apoſtles 
| . befoꝛe had. Which beſide the iudge⸗ 
ments of Cy2il and Auguſtine, might 
be pꝛoued farther by ſundꝛie other 
reaſons, if it were not nedelelle to 
ſpend moꝛe woꝛdes about it. Eſpe⸗ 
ciallp, ſith that I haue already pzoued 
ſutficiently, J truſt, the equal authoꝛi⸗ 
tie giuen by our ſauiour to all the A- 
poſtles. Ho wbeit, that it may be far- 
ther declared, that one of them ſhould 
not chalenge oz deſire authozitie a- 
bone the other: J will ſhewe in the 
next Chapter, hom Chꝛiſt did fozbidde 
them vtterly to claime oz take vnto 
them any ſuch ſup2emacte ; comman⸗ 
ding them to follgwe his enſample ol 
humbleneſſe, in miniſtring as ſer⸗ 
uants, one to another, and not in ma⸗ 
ſterſhip oz dominion one to clime a⸗ 
boue another. — 


Chap, 


me Romiſh ſupremacte. &7 


( hap. C. 


That Chriſt did not giue a ſupremacie 
to one of them aboue another, but 
did expreſſely forbid them all do- 


minion and {uperioutc. 


the Soſpel of the Holy 
Has Cuaccihk faint Pathew 
the twentie chapter, it is 
l7o ) Witten, that our Dau 
our bp octaſtõ of the am- 


bitious requoſt that was made vnto 


him, foz the Sebedies, James and 
John, did call his diſciples vnto him, 
and ſaide vnto them : Scꝛtis nod prin- 
cipes gentium domiuantur illi c qui ma- 
tores ſuut, poteſtatem exercent in cas, non 
ita erit inter vos: ſed quicunque voluerit 


inter vos mar fleri, ſit yester nmiſter: > 
qui voluerit imer vos primus eſſe, erit 


deter ſcrutis: ſecut filius hommis non de- 


wit miniſtrari, ſe d miniſtrare. You know, 


ſaith Chae , thar the princes of na- 


tions haue dominion ouer them, and 


chey that be great, exerciſe power and 


E. ij. autho- 


Mat, 10% 
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authoritie ypponthem, It ſhall not be 
ſo among you: but whoſocuer will be 
great among you, let him be your mi- 
niſter: and hee that will be chiefe a- 
mong you, let him be your ſeruaunt: 
euenas the ſonne of man came not to 
be ſerued, but to ſerue others. 
Thus our Sauiour, wee ſee, hath 
expꝛeſſelp fozbidden his Apoſtles fo 
haue ſuperioꝛitie and dominion ouer 
| their fellowſeruants. TUhich as it is 
Nlarke. 22. witnelled by the Cuangeliſt Sainte 
1 Pathewe: ſo is it alſo by the reſt of 
the Euangeliſtes, Saint Parke in 
the tenth Chapter, Saint Luke in 
in the two and twentie : our Sant- 
our in each of them vſing his owne 
examples, who was in the middeſt of 
them, and did behaue him ſclfe as a 
ſernaunt vnto them, not like a Lo2de 
oꝛ king aboue them, that they by him 
might learne modeſty, to humble thẽ⸗ 
ſelues one to another 
To the which intent, in the Euan⸗ , 
geliſt Saint John, we haue a notable 
ſtoꝛie of Chꝛiſtes exũple in this point: 
howe he did waſhe the fecte of his A⸗ 
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poſtles, and gaue them y like inſtruc- lohn. 13. 


tion vpon it. Poſt qua lauit ergo pedes eo- 
rum, & accepit veſtimenta ſua : cum re- 
cubuiſſet iterum, dixit eis: ſcitis quid fe- 


cerim vobis? vos vocatis me, Magiſter 


& Domine, & bene dicitis: ſum etenim. ſi 
ergo ego laui pedes veſtros, Dominus & 
Alagiſter: & vos debetis alter alterius 
lauare pedes. Exemplum enim dedi vobis, 
vt quemadmodum ego feci vobis, ta & 
vos faciatis, Mme, Amen dico vobit, nõ eff 
ſervus maior dongjno ſuo, nec; Apoſtolus 
maior eſt eo qui miſit lum. Sthec ſcitis, 
beati eritts, ſifeceritisea, So after that 


he had waſhed their feete, and had 


taken his clothes: whe he was ſet down 
againe, he ſaide vnto them: know you 


what I haue done vnto you * you call 
me, maiſter and Lord, and ye ſay well, 
for ſo Iam, If Ithen your Lorde and 

maiſter, haue waſhed your feete: you 


alſo ought to waſh one an others feet. 
For I haue giuen you an example, that 


you ſhould doe, euen as IJ haue done” 


vnto you. Verily, verily I ſay vnto 


3 the ſeruaunt is not greater then 
is maiſter, nor Ambaſſadour, gra- 


i | tet 
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ter then he that ſent him, If you know 
thele thinges : happie ſhall you be, if 
ou doe them. 
Thus we ſer that Chꝛiſt did giue 
expꝛeſſe commaundement to all his 
Apolttes, that they ſhoulde llie ambi⸗ 
tion od hauing rule one ouer an other: 
that none of them ſhould chalenge ſu⸗ 
perioꝛitie + dominion otter their b2e- 
thꝛen: whereto hee did giue them a 
moſte notablè example of his owne 
humilitie, woch he willed them to fol⸗ 
lowe, acounting them happie, if they 
did as hee willed them. And theſe 
woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt a man would thinke 
were to be heard, credited, and obep⸗ 
ed, if they were recited but by ſome 
one of the Euangeliſtes: but now to 
the intent they might the better bee 
obſcrued and kept moſt carefully of al 
the Apoſtles, & ſo of ali the miniſters 
of the Church of Chit: the holy ghoſt 
hath pꝛouided that all the fower E⸗ 
uangeliſtes ſhould recite and repeate 
them in diuerſe wo2des, and ſundzie 
times: all to one effect: to beate in 
batred of ambition into the mindes of 
his 
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his diſciples, and keepe them at vnity 


in that equall authoꝛitie which hee 


had giuen to the. Which the auncient 
Doctours alſo of the Church do feach 
in like ſoꝛt, to the ſame intent: as 
Saint Cypzlan ſaying. of the Apo- 


i 


ſtles, Hoc erant vtique On cater: Apo- Cyprian Fl [ 


ſtab quod fuit Petrus, Pari conſortio præ- ſimplicitate 


diti, & honoris G poteſtatis: The reſt of Prælatorum. 


the Apoſtles were the ſame that Pe- 


ter was, all endued with like felow- 


ſhippe both of honour and power. 


And why ſhoulde not Paul be chiele 


as well as Petcr:foz Ambꝛoſe vpo 2. 
Coz. 2, hath this ſaying Inter Petrum 


Paulum quis cui preponatur incertum 
eſt. Betwene Peter and Paul, whether 
ought to be preferred before other, it 


is vncertaine, As ſaint Jerom ſaping en, 
of all Biſhoppes. TVbhicunque fuerit ;. epiſtola ad 


Epiſcopus, ſiue Romæ, ſiue Eugubij ſine Co- Euagrium. 


Hantinopoli, ſiue Rhegij, ſje Alexandre, 
ſiue T ants: etuſdem eſt meriti, ejuſdem ſa- 
cerdotij. Whereſoeuer there is a Bi- 
ſhoppe, at Rome, or at Eugubium, at 
Conſtantinople, or at Rhegium,at A- 
lexandria, or at Tanis: he is of the ſame 


Eau. worthi- 


| 
| 


Chryſoſt. in 
opere imper- 
fecto in Mat. 
Homil. 36 
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worthines, of y ſame office, and func- 
tion in the miniſterie As many 
others, to be ſhoꝛte, ſpeaking againſt 
ſuch ambition do ſay the ſame in ſub⸗ 
ſtance, that one of them in woꝛds hath 
vttered: Quicunque deſiderat primatũ 
in terra inueniet confuſionem in Cœlo. 
Whoſoeuer deſireth primacy in earth, 
he ſhall finde confuſion in heauen. 
But howſoener the fathers haue ſpo- 
ken it: the Pope ok Nome is not mo- 


ued with it. Mhat merueile, ſith the 


woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt doe not moue him? 
Nay verily J thinke, that if Chꝛiſte 
him ſelfe ſhoulde haue come downe 
from heauen, and haue ſhewed him 
ſelfe to ſome that haue beene Biſhops 
of Rome within theſe certaine hun- 
dꝛed peares: they woulde bones vſed 
Lim, J feare me, as euill as euer the 
Jewes did: ſo far are they fro yelding 
bnfo any thing that makes againſte 
their ambition, 4 | 


9 


Chap. 9. 


That after Chriſtes aſcention, 3 
b 


Rt 
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did not exerciſe a ſupremacie ouer 


his brethren, neither did the Apo- 


{tles yeeld any ſuch ynto him. 


aue ſhewed Iy- , 
Sz thcrto, that Peter 
the apoſtle, on 
wbom the Popes 
| of Rome do groud- 
their ſupꝛemacie, 
had not by Chꝛiſts 
commitſion any greater power and 
authoꝛity giuen him, then had the reſt 
of his Apoſtles: Nay, he was foꝛbid⸗ 
den, as were the reſt alſo, to exerciſe 
dominion and ſupꝛemacie ouer o⸗ 
thers. Now J will go foꝛ warde, and 
ſhewe that as Peter had no ſuche an- 
thoꝛitie committed to him of Chꝛiſt:ſo 
he neuer chalenged, noꝛ vſed any ſuch 
as may appere by thoſe things which 
the Apoſtles did after Chꝛiſtes aſcen⸗ 
ſion, ſet down in the boke of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. Wherin we do reade, 
that the Apoſtles and Diſciples ga- 
thered together, firſt they did choſe es. 
Patthias an Apoſtle, in the place of 
E. v. Judas 
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Judas Iſcarioth: not by ſaint Peters 
appointment, but by lot. Afterward 
the multitude ok the Diſciples choſe 
ſeuen deacons: whom they let befoze 
the Apoſtles, and they pꝛaped, and 
laide their handes vpon them. When 
the Goſpel of Chꝛiſt was receiued in 
ee the Apoſtles, who heard ot 
it at Jeruſalem, ſent Peter and John 
vnto them, to inſtructe them farther, 
& confirme them in the faith, with the 
giftes of the holie Ghoſt. When Pe⸗ 
ter had pꝛeached the Goſpell fo the 
Gentiles, and was accuſed of the bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, becauſe he went in to men vn⸗ 
tircumciſed, and did eate with them: 
he giueth an account of his fact vnto 
the bꝛethꝛen, and ſo is acquited as it 
were of them. All the which thinges 
done by Peter and the Apoſtles, dos 

ſhewe, that Peter vſed not any ſupꝛe⸗ 
macy oucr them:but did behaue him⸗ 
ſelfe as their equal rather, taking. no 
moꝛe vpon him in elections en they 
did, going whe they ſent him to pꝛeach 
where they thought god, content to 
giue to them an | account of his does 


ings, 
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inges. Nowe we muſt remember it 


appeareth by the ſcriptures, that Pe⸗ 
ter was of greater boldeneſſe, and au⸗ 
dacitie, thei. any of the twelue Apo⸗ 


ſtles. When Chꝛiſt acked of — Matthi. 16. 


who do you ſay that J am: Peter an⸗ 
ſwered foz them all. When Chziffe 
did ſhewe vnto them, that he mull go 


to Jerulalem, t there be put to death: Match. 26. 


Peter toke him aſide and did rebuke 
him foꝛ if, When there came a great 
company with clubbes and \wo2des 
in the night to take Chꝛiſt, and carrie 
him to the high pꝛieſts: eter nothing 
fearing the number of the men, did 
ſtretche out his hand, and dꝛawe his 
ſwoꝛde, and ſtroke the ſeruaunt of the 
highe pꝛieſte, and cut offhis eare. By 
whiche and many ſuche tokens ſaint 
Peter ſhewed himſelfe to haue ſuche 
ſtoutnes and courage, that we may 
weil coniecture, ik he had had any ſu- 

pꝛematie and authozitie aboue the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, ſuch as the Pa- * 


piſtes giue vnto him: his ſtomache 


was better, then that hee woulde 


haue loſt it, and neuer haue taken a⸗ 


ny 
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Hxc ratio re- ny part ofit vp6 him. Which maketh- 
| . me to thinke, that he had no ſupꝛema⸗ 
dubingenbl. tie, ſith that he did not exerciſe any 
bus in titulo part of it, as his behamour in y Acts 
| deprimaru of the Apoſtles doth ſhew . And this, 
Ty fon · albeit J haue pꝛoued it by other of 
8 bis dedes already: yet it may be ſence 
moꝛe clearely, by that which is wait- 
ten in the 15. ofthe Actes, where the 
councel is ſet fo2th that was helde by . 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples at Jeru- 
ſalem. In the which conncel,although 
the bokes of coyncels ſet fozth by the 
Papiſtes doe repozt, that Peter was 
heade, and as if were, the Judge, and | 
chicfe ruler of it:pet it a man do reade | 
Ades. 16. the wozdes of ſaint Luke in the Actes | 
j of the Apoſtles, Peter ſhuld ſceme ra- | 
Ther in that councell to be one of the | 
meaneſt, out of doubt, not the chiekeſt. 
, Foz it is the common and aunctent | 
oꝛder, that wheras matter doth come | 
in queſtion fo be argued, themeaneſt | 
pleth to begin, and ſo as they are of | 
greater authozitie, foz age, oꝛ degree, | 
on knowledge, oꝛ ſuch reſpect,they doe 
follow ozderly,vntill that Ty chiefeſt | 
_ lpeake | 


of the Romiſh ſupremacie. 77 
ſpeake laſt, and take vp the matter. 


doe make Peter to be head of the toũ⸗ 
tell holden at Jeruſalem, which was 


r | holden vnder him, being the firſt Pope 


as they fondly ſpeake of him: they doe 


| Wherefoze thoſe bwkes of councels, Summa con- 


and the abꝛidgement of them, which <iliorum, kr. 
Barth. Car « 


ranzæx. 


ſap moꝛe of him, than they can pꝛoue 


out of the actes of the Apoſtles:out of 
the which they muſt pꝛoue whatſoe- 
uer they repozt ofthis councell, oꝛ elſe 


they foꝛge it. Foz there it is written, 


that when Paul and Barnabas had 
pꝛopoſed the matter whereof the con⸗ 
trouerſte was: Peter did firſt begin 
to declare his minde of it, after great 
| diſputation, And when Peter had 


| ſaide,then Barnabas and Paul ſpake 


their mindes alſo, When they helde 
their peace, James ended the matter, 
giuing his ſentence and iudgement 
ol the controuerſile. The truth of al the 
which, v it may beß moꝛe manikeſt, 


A will ſet downe the very wozdes ok 


Saint Luke,asthey are wꝛiten in the 
| Actes ; ſo farce foꝛth as they pertaine 
to the declaring ofthis matter, Then 


came 


Po” 


x 


2 
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came downe certaine from Iudea, and 

taught the brethren, ſaying : except 

Actes. 1 5. ye be circumciſed after the manner of 
Moſes, ye can not be ſaued. And when 

there was great diſſention and diſ- 

putation by Paul and Barnabas a- 

gainſt tbem: they ordeined that Paul 

and Barnabas, and certaine other of 
them, ſhould go vp to Ieruſalem vnto 
the Apoſtles nd Elders , about this 
ueſtion. And when they were come 
to Ieruſalem, they were receiued of 

the Church, and of tlie Apoſtles and 
Elders: and they declared what things 
God had done by them. But, ſaid they, 
certaine of the ſect of the er 

which did belecue, roſe vp, ſayiug: that 

it was needful to circumciſe -e 
commaund them to keepe the lawe of 
Moſes. Then the Apoſtles and Elders 
came together to look to this matter. 
And when there had bene great diſpu- 
tation, Peter roſe vp, and faid vnto 
them. Ye men and brethren, ye knowe 
that a good while agoe, among vs, 

God choſe out me, that the Gentiles 
15 my mouth ſhould heare the worde 
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of the Goſpell, and beleeue. And Cod 
which knoweth the hearts, bare them 


witneſſe, in g 


iuing vnto them the holy 


Ghoſt, euen as he did to vs: and he put 

no difference betweene vs and them, 
after that by faith he had purified ei 
hearts. Nowe therefore why tempt ye 
God, to lay a yoke on the diſciples 
neckes, which neither our fathers nor 
we were able to beare ? But we belcue 
through the grace of the Lorde Ieſus 
Chriſt, to be Jaucd, euen as they doe, 
Thenall the multitude kept ſilence, 


and heard Barnabas and Paul: 


which 


tolde what ſignes and wonders God 


had done among the Gentiles by 
And when they Helde their peace : Ia- 


the. 


mes anſwered, ſaying. Men and bre- 


thren, heatken rates me. Simeon hath 
n howe God did firſt viſit the 


Gentiles, to take of them a people vn- 
to his name : And to this agree the 
words of the Prophets. Which wo2ds 
James hauing rehearſed, doth in this 
ſoꝛte conclude and end the matter. 


Wherefore my ſentence is, that we 
trouble not them of the Gentiles, that 


are 
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arc turned to God: bur that we write 
vnto them, that they abſtaine them 
ſelues from filthineſſe of idols, and for- 
nication, and that that is ſtrangled, and 
from bloud. Upon this ſentence and 
iudgement of James, tf ſeemed god 
to the Apoſties and Elders, with the 
whole Church, to ſend choſen men of 
their owne companie to Antiochia 
with Paul and Barnabas: to wit, 
Judas, whoſe ſpꝛname was Barſa⸗ 
bas, and Silas, which were chefe men 
among the bꝛethꝛen: and they wꝛote 
letters by them after this manner. 
The Apoſtles and Elders and the bre- 
thren, vnto the brethren which are of 
the Gentiles, in Antiochia, and in Syria, 
and in Cilicia, ſend greeting. For as 
much as we haue heard, that certaine 
which departed from vs, haue troubled 
you with wordes, and cumbred your 
mindes, ſaying, ye muſt be circumci- 
ſed, and keepe the lawe: to whom we 
gaue no ſuch commaundement: it ſee- 
med therefore good to vs, when we 
were come together with one accord. 
to ſend choſen men vnto you , with 
OUr 
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our beloued Barnabas and Paul, men 
that haue giuen vp their liues forthe 


name of our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt . We 
haue therefore ſent Iudas and Silas, 


which thall alſo tell you the ſame 


things by mouth. For it ſeemed good 


to the holy Ghoit and to vs, to Hy no 
more burthen vppon you, then theſe 
neceſſarie thinges : thatis, that ye ab- 
ſtaine from things . to idols, and 
bloud, and that that is ſtrangled, and 
from 8 from winder if 1 e 


keepe your ſelues, ye ſhall doe well 


Fare ye well. This Epiltle containing 
the decree of the councel, agreeth fully 


with Þ which James befoꝛe did ſpeak, 


when he gaue his iudgement of the 


matter that was in queſtion. Saning 


that in the Epiſtle it is ſatd, Viſam eſt 
ſpiritui ſancto & nobis It ſeemed good 
to the holy Ghoſt, and to vs. It is not 
ſaide, Diſum e/t Fame ſancto & Petro, 
It ſeemed good to the holy Ghoſt, and 
to Peter: but to the holy Ghoſt and 
to vs, meaning the Apoſtles, the El⸗ 
ders, and the bꝛethꝛen, the whole con- 
n of Chꝛiſte at Jeruſalem. 

F. 3 
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Wherfo2e in the councel where Pe- 


ters ſupꝛemacie ſhould appeare chief 


ly,there appeareth none at all: and 
ſith that neither he claimed any, nep⸗ 
ther the reſt did giue him anp, it is to 
be thought he had not any. If anx man 
thinke otherwiſe, he beleueth not S. 
Peter, who calleth himſelfe compreſty- 
terum, 2 companion and fellowe of 

the Elders of the Church, and fozbid⸗ 
deth them fo play the Lo2des ouer 
Gods heritage. Which ouerth2oweth 
his Supꝛematie, whom the Papiſtes 
do call, Sanctiſſimum dominum noſtrum 
Papam, Our moſt holy lord the Pope. 
God cine them grace to acknowledge 
with vs, him that is in deede our maſk 


holy Loꝛd, our Lozd and Sauiour Je⸗ 


ſus Chil, 


Chap. Go. | 
That in y primitiue church of Chriſte, 
the Biſhop of Romes ſupremacie 
was not acknowledged as it is pro- 
ued by the foure principal and firſt 
generall councels, which tooke or- 


der againſt it. 
That 


— 
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Wat the ſupꝛema⸗ 

cio ot the Biſhop cf 
= Kome-hath not a- 
np ground in the 
| holy Scripfures , 
neyther in the tom 
2 miſſions of our ſa⸗ 


uiour Jeſus Chꝛiſte, neyther-in the 


pꝛactiſes of his holy Apoſtles: 7 hope 
it is manifelt to ſuch as are deſirous 
to ſearch out the truth, by that which 


| hithertohath bene ſaide. Nowe if we 


goe foꝛward from Chꝛiſt and his Apo⸗ 
ſtles to the ages which enſued: we 
ſhall eaſily perceiue, that it was not 
receiued of p pꝛimitiue Church, nay, 
if was repꝛelled, when it beganne fo 
take rote, and ſpꝛead ab2oad amongſt 
them. The which doth appeare by the 
foure pꝛincipall t firſt generall coun⸗ 
cels: wherein the Chꝛiſtian Biſhops 
did aſſemble them ſelues together, to 
the roting out of hereſies, and ouer⸗ 


thꝛowing of diſozders, which began 


to bud in the Church of Chꝛiſte. The 


firſt of theſe councels, was the coun- Hiſtor. tripa. 
cel of Nice ; at the which there were |». 2 


F. ij. 209 
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pꝛeſent thꝛee hundzed and erghfeene 
Biſhops, beſide a great number of o- 
ther learned men, called together by p 
good Emperour Conſtantine yp great, 
in the yeare of our Lo2de thꝛe hun- 
dꝛed twentie r (euen, oz there about, 
againſt the hereſie of Arrius. But fo 
paſſe ouer other things handled in the 
 councel , touching the authozitie of | 
the Biſhop of Rome, this decree was | 
Con. Nicen, made, in the ſixt Canon. Mo antiquuas 
Can. 6. perduret in Agypto, & Libya, & Penta- 
3 poli, vt Alexandrinus Epiſcopus horis om- 
nium habeat poteſtatem:quoniam quidem | 
Epeſcopo Romano parilis mos eſt. Similiter 
autem & apud eAntiochiam cateraſque 
prouincias, honor ſuns vnicuique ſeruetur 
Eccleſiæ. Let the ancient cuſtomes con- 
tinue in Egypt, and Libya, and Penta- 
polis, that the Biſhop of Alexandria 
haue the gouernement ouer them all: 
For the Biſhop of Rome hath the like 
/ order. Likewiſe at Antioch, and ino- | 
ther Prouinces , let the due preemi- | 
nence and honour be reſerued vnto e- 


uery Church. Which wozdes doe not 


gtue any ſupꝛemacie to the Biſhop of 
Romo | 
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Rome aboue all other Churches: but 


thep doe limit him the bounds ol his 


owne 1nriſdiction, no leſle then they 
doe others. As it is moꝛe plainelp de- 
clared by Ruffinus: who w2iting in 
his ſtoꝛie the thinges that were done 
at the councel of Mice, doth ſap, that it 


was decreed in this Canon, Ut apud Ruff. hiſt. ec- 
eAlexandriam (& in urbe Romana vetur cleſiaſt. lib. 1. 
ſta con ſuetudo ſeruetur : vt vel ille AE f. s. 
Sypti, vel hic ſuburbicariarum eccleſia- 
rum ſollicitudinem gerat: That at Alex- 
andria, and the citie of Rome, the aun- 


cient cuſtome be kept:that the Biſhop 
of the one haue care ouer Egypt, the 
other ouer the Churches that are a- 
bout the citie of Rome . And thus 
much ok the councel of Nice, which 
was the ftrſf, The ſecond generall 


councel was holden at Conſtantino⸗ _— rripe;= | 
ple: where there were aſſembled a aa | 


hundꝛed and fiktie Biſhops, called fo- 


gether by the Emperour Zheopoſtus, 


about the peare of the Loꝛd th2c hun⸗ 


| D2edfoure ſcozeand fine, foꝛ the ſup⸗ 
pꝛeſſing of the hereſie of Matedonius. 
In the which councel, touching the 


4 


1 


1 


ſtantinop. 
Canon. 2. 
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| Condil. Con- bꝛeeminente and authoꝛity of the Bi- 


hops, this decree was made. Epiſcops 
qui ſuper azeceſm ſunt, and eccleſias que 
extra terminos eorum ſunt non acceaant : 
neque confundant & permiſceant eceleſi- 
as. Sed ſecundum regulas conſtitutas, A- 
lexandrie quidem Epiſcopi gubernent ea 
ſolum que ſunt eAgypti : Epiſcopi orien- 


tis, ſolius orientis curam gerant, ſeruatis 


honoribus primatius eccleſie eAntioche- 


ne, qui in regulis Nicenæ Synodi conti- 
nentur:ſed c> Aſianæ diœceſis piſcopi, ea 
gue ſunt in Aſia tantimodo gubernent: 
Ponti autem epiſcopi Ponticæ tantſim di- 
æceſis habe ant curam. Thracie vero, pſi. 
us tantummodo Thracie, Biſhops that 
haue the charge of dioceſſe, let them 
not com vnto the Churches which are 
without their bounds, neither let them 
confound or mingle the Churches. But 
accordinge to the Canons and orders 
appoynted, let the Biſhops of Alex- 


andria deale with the gouernement of | 


Aegypt onely : the Biſhops of the Eaſt 
only with y Eaſt, reſeruing y priuilege 
and preeminence of honor to y Chur- 


che of Antioche , accordinge to the 
| rules 


| 
|; 
4 


ple, the pꝛouintes were gouerned by 


| dioceſſe of Thracia, Nowe as this 
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rules of the councell of Nice. In like 
fort the Biſhops of diocefle in Aſia, let 
them gouerne onely Aſia: and the Bi- 


ſhops of Pontus, the dioceſſe of Pon- 
tus: and the Biſhops of Thracia, the 


3 


decree was made by them in generall, 

touching al Churches fo2 the gouern⸗ 

ment and rule of them, howſoeuer in 

places and oꝛder of dignitie they ſet 

one aboue another, as Nome firſke, Histor. triper- 
Conſtantinople next: ſo in the Epiſtle tit. lib.. Cap. 
wꝛitten from the moſt of them to the 1 4 
Biſhops of the Meſt, neither do they 
ſubmitte all their doinges to Dama⸗ 
ſus Biſhoppe of Rome: neither giue 
they greater titles vnto him, then to 

the reſt, but onelg name him firft:net- 
ther come they to the councel ol Rome 

at his requeſt, whereof they giue this 
reaſon one among others, that they 
haue not the conſent of their feliowe- 
biſhops in their pzouinces ſo to doe, 
Whereby it is manifeſt that at the 
time of this councel of Conſtantino⸗ 


their owne Biſhops : the Biſhops in 
F. iiij. ge⸗ 


——— - Ae—o_ 
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Hiſtoria tri - 


partit. lib. 12. 
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generall by their councels and aſſem⸗ 
blies: neither was there any one Pa⸗ 
triarch ſet ouer them, (as the Biſhop 
of Rome would be, who therfoꝛe clap⸗ 


meth this ſupꝛemacie) though there 


were manp patriarches appointed in 


that councell vnto ſundꝛie p2ouinces, 


as it is declared in the Tripartit ſto- 


rie. The third generall councell was 


celebzated at Epheſus, about the pere 


dk our Lo2de foure hundred thirty 


thꝛte, by the commaundement of the 


Emperour Theodoſtus the younger, 
who called together two hundꝛed Bi- 


ſhops into that Citie, to quenche the 


| Concil.Ephe - 


ſin. Can.s. 


hereſies of Meſtoꝛius. And in this aſ- 
ſembly , by occaſion that was giuen 
them to ſpeake of the authoꝛitie of 
certain Biſhops ouer others, th2ough 


complaint made by the Biſhoppes of 


Cyp2us againſt the Bithop of Anti- 
och, as vſurping ouer them: firſt, they 
do foꝛbidde the Biſhop of Antioche to 
oꝛdeine Biſhops in Cypꝛus, giuing 
the Biſhops of Cyp2us full authoꝛitp 
to oꝛdeine their owne Biſhops them- 


| ſelues. Then do ther decree the ſame | 


point 
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point in generall of all other dioceſſes 


and pꝛouinces whereſoener: that no 
Biſhop doe vſurpe and fake vpon him 
the gouernment ok another pꝛouince, 
whiche was not befoꝛe, and from the 
beginning vnder him oz his p2edeceſs 
ſoꝛs: that if any haue done ſo, and by 
foꝛce haue bꝛought a pꝛouince in ſubs 


iection to him ſelfe, he ſhall reſtoꝛe it, 
leaſt the Canons and oꝛders of the fa⸗ 


thers be broken, and vnder colour of 
holy function in the gouernement of 
the Church, Potentiæ tumor, The ſwel⸗ 
ling ambition of bearing rule, of dig- 
nitic, doe pꝛiuilp crepe in: and ſo at 
vnwares by little and little we loſe 
that libertie which our Loꝛde Jeſus 


Chꝛiſte the redermer of all men, hath 


purchaſed vnto vs with his own p2e- 


tious bloud. Whiche diſcourle at 


length is ſhut vp in the councell with 
theſe verie woꝛdes: Placuit igitur ſan- 
fe & æcumenicæ Synodo, vt ſingulis pro- 


muncis pura & inuiolata, quæ iam inde ab 


mitio habent ſua mra ſernentur: vt vnuſ- 
quiſq, metropolita, ſecundum priſcam & 
& ſolitum morem, rerum faciendaurum 

F. v. 4 
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equabiliter facultatem obtineat , propri- 
umg, ius ſirmum poſſideat. Quod ſi quis 
ſuperbia contumaci de ſinitis obuiam ierit: 
hunc abrogatum iri placuit toti ſancdtæ & 
ecumenice Synodo. It hath therefore 
ſeemed good to all this general coun- 
cell, that euerie prouince ſhould keepe 
wholy, without any breache or em- 
pairing at all, their auncient rightes & 
liberties, which they haue had from the 
beginning: that euerie Metropolitane, 
according to the olde and accuſtomed 
manner. doe freely enioy the like and 
equall power of doing thinges belon- 
ging to them: and cache keepe (| my 
| and ſatcly his owne right. If any " - 
fed vp with pride doe go call theſe 
determinations: it hath pleaſed all this 
holic and general councel,that he ſhal 
be deprived. By the which decree of 
the councel of Epheſus, it ts moſt mas 
nikeſt that the Biſhop of Rome map 
not meddle within yp p2onince of any 
other: whiche pet the Biſhoppes of 
Rome did, endeuouring ſtill to clyme 
vp by little and little ouer other Bi⸗ 


ſhops, fill they might ouerloke them 
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all. As it doth appeare by the councel nen a. 
of Carthage, whereat Saint Augu⸗ chagia. . 
ſtine was pꝛeſent, and by ſunds ie o⸗ 

thers. But this ambition was rep2el- 

ſed, both by thoſe pꝛouincial councels, 

and by the general of Epheſus, which 

but now ſpake of: acco2ding to the 


| tudgement whercof, the Biſhop of 


Rome ſhould be depꝛiued, becauſe he 
doth meddle with the pꝛouinces of o⸗ ag 
thers. The fourth — councell 1 
was holden of Chalcedon a Citie of G26. 
Withinia: where there met ſixe hun- a 
dꝛed and thirtie biſhops, being called ciliorum. 
together by the Emperour - Parcta- 
nus, againſt the hereſte of Eutpches. 

And here, although there be moꝛe 
great and manikeſt pꝛintes and to- 
kens of an aſpiring minde in the Bi⸗ 
op of Nomes deputies , whome he 
id ſend vnto that councell; nofwith- 
ſtanding the fathers of the connccll 
did allowe no leſſer pꝛiuiledge and 
pzeeminence of honour to the Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople, then to the Biſhop 
of Rome. Yowbcit this decree which Cp don, 
J haue heard lay, and the _—_ doe Cin. 28. 

now 
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know it. is in the Gzeeke copies oł the 
councell of Chalcedon, the eight and 
twentieth Canon in the latine Boke 
called Summa conciliorum, An abridge- 
ment of councels, is wholp left out: 
fo2 what cauſe, a wiſe man may eaſily 
coniecture. Pet the Frier, who did ſet 
fo:th this abꝛidgement of councels, 
ſetting foꝛth againe the councell of | 
Chalcedon (after the Canons ofit) in 
an other ſoꝛte, out of a new tranſlatt- 
Concilium on, as he doth ſay : doth ſhew in this 
Chalced. acti · ſecond copie of the councel, in the ſix⸗ 
ons. J. teenth action, howe the Biſhop of ) 
Romes deputies, hearing of that de- 
cree, wherein the fathers allowed the 
like authoꝛitie and dignitie fo the Bi⸗ 
ſhop of Conſtantinople, as to the Bi⸗ 
ſhop of Rome, did whine and mutter 
at it. In ſo muche that one of the 
ſtode fooꝛth, and ſaide, that the See o 


Rome, the Ser apoſtolike (as he cal⸗ 
leth it) muſt not in their pꝛeſente be 
ſo humbled and oppꝛeſſed. Not- 
withſtanding, fo2 all the miſlpking 
and grudging of the Biſhoppe of 
| Romes deputies, who would not _ 
ent |- 
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, | fenfvntoit: the councell did alter no 

( woꝛd of their determination, but did 

conclude the point, as they befoze a⸗ 

| greedofit. Thus J haue ſhewed that 

| inthe fower pꝛincipall and firſt gene- 

, | . rallcouncells, the ſupꝛemacie of the 

| byſhoppe of Kome , which hee doeth 

claime oner all Byſhoppes, was ne⸗ 

uer allowed: nay, by thoſe councels he 

was reſtrapned, though not ſo ſtrait- 

ly as he deſerued, pet within his own 

P2ounce,no leſte then other Metropo⸗ 

litanes and patriarks as they called 

ttem. Wherbylit may appeare, how 
falſely Paſter Fecknam did auouch 
and affirme in the Parliament houſe, 
at the beginning of the raigne ol our 
Soueraigne Lady & gratious Nucne n primo 
Elizabeth, when the Popes ſupꝛema⸗ Reg. liabe · 
cie was entreted of, that to renounce thz. 
the authozitie of the ſee of Rome, was 

to condemne the tudgement of theſe 

fower notable councels, the councell 
of Nice, of Conſtantinople, of Tphe- 
ſus, of Chalcedon: foꝛ aſmuch as 
they acknowledged, ſaide M. Fecke⸗ 
nam, _ ö ok Rome — be 

4 eir 
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their chiefe heades and tudges, and 
were obedient vnto them. The whis 
che his repoꝛt howe nofably it is vn⸗ 
true: the indifferent reader, J fruffe, 
map perceiue in part by that which 
J haue ſaide : and ſhall perceine a 
great deale better, if hee peruſe the 
councels them ſelues, and the ſtoꝛ ies 
1 which WE te of 
them, 


Chap. tl. 

Howe Boniface the thirde aboue Six 
hundred yeares after Chriſt, did firſt 
gett the title of vniuerſall Biſhop, 
and the preeminence of ſuprema- 
cie by the graunt of Phocas a wic- 
ked Emperour. 


Hen as p Church 
was planted by 
our ſauiour Chꝛiſt 
Jàatter his aſcentiõ: 
Fall the Apollles, e 
Abe after the Apoſtles 
D all Bishops were 
— At the firlt generall councell, 
ſome Byſhoppes of the chiefe Cities 
did 
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did lift their heades aboue their bze- 
thꝛen:pet were they ſtil equall amon- 
geſt thẽ ſelues. At the councels which 
followed, the Biſhoppes of Rome, 
and of Conſtantinople, Rome that 
had beene, Conſtantinople that was 
the ſeat of the Emperour, by reaſon 
of their p2incely and Emperiall Ci⸗ 
ties, were counted chiefe among the 
reſt: Pet equall one with an other, 
chiefly af the councell of Chalcedon, 
as J haue ſhewed , But ambition ne- 
uer reſteth, till it doe clime aboue all. 
The Biſhoppe of Rome gotte the ſu- 
pꝛemacie at the laſt: but the Patri⸗ 
arke of Conſtantinople was buſie firſt 
with if, Fo2 in the time of Pauricius 
the Emperonr,John the Patriarke of 
Conſtantinople did chalenge to him- 
ſelfe the title of vniuerſall Biſhoppe: 
calling foz that purpole a councell of 


Platina de vis 


the Gzectans, and maintapning him⸗ i, p....i6c. 


1 ſelfe in it, by the authoꝛitie of the Em⸗ Rom. in Gre- 


perour: who as he willed other By⸗ gorio yes 


ſhoppes fo make that account of him, 
t atcoꝛdingly to pbey him: ſo namelp 


he required it at the _ of Oꝛego⸗ 
rie 


| 
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rie the firſt, Biſhoppe of Rome, fo 
whom he w2ote — touching 


Gregotius lib this matter. But Gꝛegoꝛie hauing 


epiſto. 4. cap. 
8 & lib. 6. 


cap. 194. 


'Fpiſtolarum 
| Þb.4. cap. 82. 


! 
: 
[ 


receiued the Cmperours letters, w2ot 
backe again vnto him, that the name 
and title of vniuerſall Byſhop, which 
John did take vppon him, is a newe, 
pꝛoud, vaine, foliſhe, pꝛeſumptuous, 
and blaſphemous name: that whoſo⸗ 
euer doth either call him ſelfe ſo, oꝛ de- 


ſireto be called, he in this his pꝛide is a 


foꝛerunner of Antichziſt. Wherefoze 
he maneth this humble requeſt vnto 
the Emperour, that hee will repꝛeſſe 
this pꝛoude attempt of John: who by 
the ſwelling puffe of vaine glozte doth 
lift vp his necke againſt the Lo2de al⸗ 
mightie, and the oꝛdinaunces of the 
Fathers, As fo2 my ſelfe , ſaith 
he, 3 truſt i in the Loꝛd that John ſhall 
not bowe my necke vnto him, no not 
with ſwoꝛdes. Which as hee wzi⸗ 
teth boldly vnto fo the Emperour : ſo 
doeth he wꝛite alſo to the Patriarke 


John him ſelfe, erhoꝛting him to ab⸗ 


ſtaine from the vſurping ok ſo fooliſhe 
ano Ae a name. And what ſaith 


be, 


4 


- perour being inflamed with wzath 
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he, wilt thou aunſwere at the daye of 

iudgement to Chꝛiſte the heade of the 
vniuerſall Church: who goeſt about 

to ſet all his members vnder thee, by 
this name and title of vniuerſall Bis 
ſhoppe. But in concluſton, what ſo⸗ 
euer Gꝛegoꝛie could ſ ap, eitber to the 
Emperour, oꝛ to the Patriark, ö Emy 


and anger againſt Oꝛegoꝛie, foz refu- 
ſing to yeeld to the Patriarks pꝛide, 


did call his ſoldiers out of Jfaly who pi tin: in vi. 
befoze did defende it againſt the Lom ta Gregori 
bardes, and exboꝛted the Lombardes primi. 


to ſet vppon the Romanes, and to be- 
ſege the citieof Rome, which Agilul- 
kus the king of Lombardes did: and 
continued his ſiege a whole yeare a⸗ 
gainſt the citie, putting it to great dis 
ſtreſſe , Vut they defended fo well the 
ſelues a gainſt him and all his power: 
that at the laſt he was faine to raiſe 
his ſiege, returning home to Pillan 
with great diſhonour , through the 
crafious pꝛouidtce of Almighty God. 
So Gzegoꝛie withſtoode John: not 
(uffering the title of vniuerſall By- 
G. ſhoppe 


gf De rooting out 


ſhoppe fo be giuen him. Reither 
woulde he him ſelfe accepte it, when 
„ Eulogius the Biſhoppe of Alexandzia 
in his leters did giue it to him, whom 
s he requeſteth not to giue him pꝛoud 
name and title: which he would haue 
to be denped no leſſe to him then to o⸗ 
thers. But that which the figtree, 
bl: the vine, and oliue did refuſe + the 
bzamble fooke vppon him, as it is 
ludg. . witten in the Judges. That which 
Gꝛegoꝛie refuſed, and willed all god - 
ly Byſhoppes to refuſe: Boniface the 
- - - thirde, the ſucceſſoz of Gzegozie' in 
—_ in vita the ſet of Rome, not onely tocke it, 
Vonitac 3. hut alſo fought it. Foz after that 
| auricius the Emperour was trays 
teroulſly murthered by Phocas : 50. 
niface being puffed vp with as great 
p2ide as euer was John the Patriark 
02 greater neuer ceaſed from making 
ſuite vnto Phocas, that he might bee 
pꝛoclaimed vniuerſall Byſheppe, the 
generall Uicar of Chziſt on earth, vn⸗ 
till he did obteine it, which was about 
Cent. y fol. the veare of our Loꝛde fixe hundꝛed e 
| «29, fue. And this is thefift _ 
0 


Gregor. 2 
lib. 7. cap. 30 
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of the Popes ſupꝛemacie and vniuer⸗ 
ſall dignitie:which came not from dur 
Sauiour Chzilt, but from the Empe⸗ 
rour Phocas a traitour aus murthe⸗ 
rer of his Loꝛde and maſter, Who,as 
he murthered his maiſter, th 


rour Mauricius, even that Sauricis 5 


us who woulde haue giuen the ſupꝛe⸗ 
macie to John the Patriarke of Con⸗ 


ſtantinople: ſo he bimſelf, who gaue it 


to Boniface Biſhop of Rome, wasaf- 
fer murthered by h1s Leintenantes, 
Beracleonas and Heraclius. A tuft 
tudgemet of God, fo2 his gret iniqut- 

ties:ambgelt the which this was not y 


leaſt, v; he did foſter the ambitiõ of the 


Biſhoppe of Rome, pꝛomoting him 
fo the ſupꝛemacie: out of the which 


 thereſſyed after warde ſo great cala- 


mities to the Church ol God. 


Chap. 12. 
How the Popes hauing gotten the 1 
premacy ouer al Biſhops did clime 


higher and higher, vntill they had 
it alſo ouer Princes and Empe- 


rour S. * 
G.1 tf. } K fter 


160 The rooting out 


Etter that the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome had 
obteined y title of 
pꝛeeminente ouer 
all other Biſhops 
; and Churches by 
— the graunt of Pho- 
tas: the ſucceſlours of Boniface, to 
whom the graunt was made, wers 
very buſte ſtil, hauing gotten an inch, 
to make it an ell: and get in their 
whole bodies, where they had gotten 
in their heads: J meane, to increaſe 
and augment the authozitie, whereof 
the title they had purchaſed. Where 
in they tranelled ſo patnfullp, and did 


ſpeede ſo wel, that they ſet themſelnes |, 


at length in the poſſeſſion of that ſus 
p2emacie, which they clayme at this 
dap: whereby they did not onely ſet 
themſelues aboue Bishops, but alfo 
by craftie meanes they crept cleane 
out of the Emperours turiſdiction, 
and by little and little raiſed bp them 
ſelues aboue all the Cmperours, and 
p2inces ofthe earth. Do that inp20- 
ceſſe of tune, mom they had —_— 

om 


ba. * 


= es 3 9 Of W. GUY ww ere ee Ws ww "| Cy vW WY 


ef the Romiſh ſupremacie. 10 


from Biſhops to be Popes,they grew 

from Popes to be pꝛintes, nay aboue 
Pꝛinces:pea acco2ding to S. Paules 
pꝛophetie of Antichꝛiſt, they did ſit as . Theſl. : 
God in the Temple of God. Foz fo 
conſider the degrees and pointes of 
their exaltation, and chaunge of their 
fate, how they crept from their hu⸗ 


militie to the thꝛone of their ſupꝛema⸗ 


cie, and ſettled themſelues in it: firſt 

wheras befoze they were ſubjec to the 
Emperours, and coulde not be made 
Biſhops of Rome without their cons 


ſent,and allowing of the etection:they 


gott their election into their owne 
handes, ſo that they needed not the 


, Emperours conſent, yea -they made 


Emperours, the ſtouteſt of them at 
the length to be ſubiect vnto them, and 


gladde to haue them their god Lo2ds, 


Platina, their own man, in the ſtoꝛie 
that he wꝛiteth of the Popes liues, is 
a ſufficient witnes of it: fo in the life 


of Pelagius the ſecond, hauing ſhew⸗ 


ed howe the cleargie did chooſe him! — 1 
Biſhop of Rome, he ſaith, that at that N manorum M 
time the Cleargies election of the in pelagio da. 

O biſhop 
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== Fter that the Bi- 
| ſhop of Nome had 
obteined ö title of 
| pzeeminence ouer 
all other Biſhops 
and Churches by 
— the graunt of Pho- 
cas: the ſucceſſours of Boniface, to 
whom the graunt was made, wers 
very buſte ſtil, hauing gotten an inch, 
to make it an ell: and get in their 
whole bodies, where they had gotten 
in their heads: J meane, to increaſe 
and augment the authozitie, whereof 
the title they had purchaſed. Mhere⸗ 
in they trauelled fo painfully, and did 
ſpeede ſo wel, that they ſet themſelues 
at length in the poſſeſſion of that ſue 
pꝛematie, which they clayme at this 
day: whereby they did not onely ſef 
themſelues aboue Biſhops , but alfo 
by craffte meanes they crept cleang 
out of the Emperours turiſdiction, 
and by little and little raiſed bp them 
ſelues aboue all the Emperours, and 
p2inces of the carth ,/@o that inp20- 
ceſſe of time, when they had _ 
: om 
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from Biſhops to be Popes,they grew 
from Popes to be pzinces, nay abgue 
Pꝛinces:pea accoꝛding to S. Paules 
pꝛophecie of Antichzilt, they did ſit as 
God in the Temple of God. Foz fo 
| conſider the degrees and pointes of 


ſfate, how they crept from their hu⸗ 
militie to the thꝛone of their ſupꝛema⸗ 
cie, and ſettled themſelues in it: firſt 


Emperours, and coulde not be made 


21 Theſſ. :. 


their exaltation, and chaunge of their 


vheras befoze they were ſubject to the 


Biſhops of Rome without their con⸗ 
ſent, and allowing of the election:they 
gott their election into their owne 


handes, ſo that they needed not the 
, Emperours tonſent, yea they made 
Emperouts , the ſtouteſt of them af 


the length to be ſubiect vnto them, and 


gladde to haue them their god Loꝛds. 
Platina, their own man, in the ſtoꝛie 
that he wꝛiteth of the Popes liues, is 
a ſufficient witnes of it: foʒ in the life 
of Pelagius the ſecond, hauing ſhew⸗ 
ed howe the cleargie did chooſe him 
Biſhop of Rome, he ſaith, that at that 


Pfatin. de vitis 
pontificum 


Romanorum 


time the Cleargies election of the in pc1agioe. 


: 
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biſhop was nothing wozth , vnlelle 

that the Emperour had allowed his 

election. But this was befoze that 

Boniface had gotten the title of ſu⸗ 

p2emarie. After warde, as the ſame 

Platina doeth ſhewe, though foz a 

while the Emperour had ſtill todeale 

with their elections, pet they often 

Plati na in Pa= grudged at it, and ſometimes did it 
ſchali. I. Adri- Without him, und ſaide they ought ſo 
rsa, to dor and at the laſf made a law that 
ego. 7 the Pope ſhould bee choſen: by the 
- Ceargyof Nome, and the Emperours 
Authoꝛitie ſhould haue nothing to doe 

in it. Poꝛeduer the Biſhops ot Rome 

befo2e that time, as all ether. biſhopa, 

were ſubiecte and obedient to their 
Emperours and Pꝛinces They were 

called to generall councels ; by! the 

w2ittes and commaundementes bf 
Emperdurs, and they obeyed : as be⸗ 

foꝛe J ſhewed of the foure pꝛintipall 

councels ſummoned by Conſtantinus 
Theodoſius, and Bartianns:Netfher 

onelp did they obep, when they were 

ſummoned to councels: but in all o⸗ 

ther thinges they did behaue them 
ſelues: 


of the Romiſh ſupremacie, jog | 
ſelues, as it becommeth ſubiecfes to 
their ſouereigne Lozdes. As our Matt. 2. „ 
fauiour Chzilt had taught them: who | 

both did pay tribute him ſelfe vnto 
Ceſar, and commanded his Diſciples 

to giue la Ceſar, y whiche is Ceſars, fs 
and was obedient vnto the Empe- Man. 26. 
rours Lawes euen vnto death, and 

neuer toke vppon him to diſobe p ſo 
much as the Emperours miniſters. 

dn officers whatſoeuer. As they had 

learned of Peter: who faith to all the 


4 


faithfull,.; Schi, eftote owns humane l. pes. 
creature propier Deum: fine Regi, quaſs 
precellents, fine ducibus, fauquam ab eo 
mifſts,ad vindictam malorum laudem, ve- 
ro bonorum: Be you ſubiecꝭt and obedi- 
ent to all ordinaunce of man, for the 
Lords ſake: whether it beynto y King 
as vnto the ſuperiour, or ynto the go- 
uernours as yuto them that are ſent of 
him, for the puniſhment of euil do- 
ers, and for the praiſe of them that doc 
well. As ſaint Paul did warne the Rom. 13. 
Romanes, and in the Romanes all 
Chꝛiſtians: Let euery ſoule be ſubiect 
vnto the higher powers, for there is 

G. ij. 
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no power but of God: and the powers 
that be, are ordeined of God. Who ſo 
euer thereſoro reſiſtech the power, reſi- 
ſteth the ordinance of God, and they 
that reſiſt, ſhall receiue to themſclucs 
iudgement. Theſe leſſons ot Chꝛiſte, 
of Peter, of ISaul, the ancient biſhops 
of Rome did ſhewe by their example, 
they thought them to pertaine not on⸗ 
y to the laitie, but alſo to the cleargie 
not only to the poozelf, but alſo to the 
richeſt Biſhops . They thought the 
fame which Ohꝛyſoſtome doth weite 
vpon Saint Maul, that obedience to 
Pꝛinces is tommanded to all eſtates: 


| Omns anima poteſtatibus ſupereminen- 
Chiiſoſtom. ribus ſit ſubdita: etiamſi eApottobe ſis, fi 
| "954 : 5 * Le dene, ſac qurſquis tans 
bia. 23. em ſueric. Neque enim pirtarẽ e ſubuertit 
iſta ſubiectio. Let euery ſoule be ſubiect 
to the higher powers: though thou be 

an Apoſtle aith Chꝛiſoſtome, though 

an Euangeliſt, though a prophet: for 

N godlines is not empaired by this. obe- 
dience and ſubiection. They thought 
that Conſtantine did the duetie of a 


godly Emperour, who when acouncel 
of 
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ol Biſhops aſſembled at Ty2us had 
w2ongfully and vniuſtly condemned 
Athanaſius: he commanded them all 


to come to him ſpeedily at Conſtanti⸗ Hiſtoria tri⸗ 
nople, that pou may pꝛoue, ſaith he, partir lib.z. 


7 


the ſoundneſſe and vpꝛightnes of your ah 7. 


ſentence and iudgement, Coram me 


que m praprimm eſſe Dei miniftrum,neque 8 


vos ne gabitis, Before me whome your 
ſelues can not denie to be the true and 
right ſoruant of God. But after that 
the ſucceſſo2s of Boniface had felt the 
ſauour af the ſupꝛemacie: neither our 
ſauiour Chatftes example, noꝛ his A⸗ 
poſtles authozitie, noz the iudgement᷑ 


of the fathers; moꝛ the p2actiſe of the 


godly biſhops coulde kepe the Pope 
within his boundes, in fubtection fo 
the Emperour : but he exempted ſirſt 
himſelffrom his power, after ward al 
the cleargie ,. and laſtly bꝛought the 
Emperour in ſubiection to him ſelf, 
taking the two ſwozdes-vpon him, 
the ſpirituall and the tempozall. 


ben ceaſed the Popes to call Greg. Epiſto, | 
the Emperours their Lozds, as Gꝛe⸗ lib, . cap. 76. 
goꝛie the fr ſt did call them, after his & paſſim. 


G. b. godlyp 


Nouell. con= 
ſtitut. Iuſtini- 
ad. 


as God Uicar within his on king⸗ 
dome to dꝛawe him lawes dut of the 
ſcriptures, there by to rule his owne 


biſhopꝛickes and ſpirituall liuinges 
ſhoulde be taken at the handes of lay 
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godly pꝛedeceſſoꝛs: and they beganne 
to tall them their ſonnes, and their 
childꝛen, as nowe they vie fo w2ite 
vnto them. Then did they make de⸗ 
trees, that the cinil magiſtrafe ſhould 
haue nought to deale with any ot the 
cleargie: where as befoze;Auſtinian 
the Emperour did gouerne and rule | 
the higheſt of them, as his lawes do 

ſhew, the which are pet extant, Then 
did they count them ſelues the onelp 
Vicars of God on earth:notacknow- 
ledging that in Pzinces, which Eleu⸗ 
therius did in Lucius the auncient 
kinge of Gnglande: whome he willed 


ſubiectes. Then did they fozbtd, that 


mẽ, no not of Emperours : they made 
them ſeiues Loꝛds of them, and there 
foze did condemne both ſuch as gaue 
them otherwiſe , and ſuch as receiued 
them. To be ſhozt,they grewe to ſuch 
outrage of * of _—_— 
0 
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of ryot,of tyzannie,ofextoztio,of luſt, 
and all enozmities:that a man might 
knowe the tre by the fruites, and the 
Wiſe muſt neede abhoz2e that ſupze- 
matie, out of the which ſuch villanies 
and abhominations did ſpꝛinge into 
| _ wozide, | | 
Chap. in t i 
What fruites did ſpringe out ofuhe 
ſupremacie, wherein the wicked 
miſchiefes 20 abominatiõs of the 
Popes lines and dealinges are, tou 
ched abe their owne writers. 
148113 Ds 
Heſe frnites of the ſu⸗ 
pꝛemacy of the Romane 
Byſhoppes, woulde be 
Cconſidered, further in 
5 TE thcir liues and doings: 
which if A cheulde endeusz ts runne 
them ouer all, ſuch as pertaine vnto 
this purpoſe: 4 choulde neuer make 
an ende. Uherefoꝛe Iwill touch but 


onelp certaine of the chiefeſt, as it 


. were foz a taſt: noting out of them, 
a 
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as neere as J can, the very naturall 
fruifes of the Romiſh ſupꝛemacie. As 
mongeſt þ which firſt there commeth 
in place their contention and ambitls |] 
on in pꝛocuring of the Popedome, 
foz the which there hath ben comonly 
ſuch coꝛruption, ſuch bꝛiberp, ſuch de⸗ 
bate, ſuch impꝛiſoning, murthering E 
poyſoning, t all euill meanes vſed be- 
twirt them: that in Platina, their 
owne ſecretarie and wziter of their 
lines, it is a common note in verie 
many of them, that they were made 
Popes, ſome byPars,ſome by monie, 
ſome by fauour of friendes, ſome by 
power of noble men, ſome by ſoꝛcerie 
an d magike, ſome by like pollicies of 
Platina in fhe Deuill. hontiſicer ip a Petri veſti- 
| Tohanne 10. grjs diſceſſerant, ſaith latina. The 
| Byſhoppes of. Rome were now de- 
partedfrom Peters ſteppes. Thich 
tomplainte he doth make vppon occa- 
ſion ofthefr hatred, conceyued by one 
of ther aàgainſt another, th2ough 
their ambition. Foz John the ix. was 


1 + 
| LT 
\ 


Vvered by Martine the ſeconde : ſo that 
being impꝛiſoned he was faine to el- 
| _ caps 


| 
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cape by flight: Partine the ſeconde, 

made Pope th2zough euill meanes, did 
reſtoꝛe Fozmoſus, whome John had 
dep}yued .. Afterwarde Fo2moſus 


getting the rome by bꝛyberie, came in 


by periurie vnto it, and liued in it ac⸗ 
coꝛdingly. Steuen the ſixt that ſuc⸗ 
ceded him, did abꝛogate and repeale 
al the actes of Fozmoſus, whole body 
he digged alſo out of his graue, cut off 
his two fingers, where with he hallo⸗ 
wed Pꝛieſtes, and caſt them into the 
riuer. After Steuen came Romanus, 
Theodozus, and John the tenth, who 
did repeale the actes of Steuen, and 
reſtoꝛed Fo2moſus actes to full au⸗ 
thoꝛitie againe. Which villanous 
dealing of them one againſt an other, 


enfo:ceth Platina bim ſelfe, though o⸗ pfl in 15 
ther wiſe fauouring the Popes , fo formoſ 1. 
bzeake out info theſe complaintes: Stephan. 6. 


that the vertue and honeſtie of. the Romano. 1. 
Benedicto. 4. 


Chriſtophera MW 


Biſhops of Nome nowe was decay- 
ed: that they did aſpire and attaine 
vnto the office by ambition and bꝛibe⸗ 
rie: that hereof did ſpꝛing their ha⸗ 
fred one againſt an other, when they 


were 
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were pnt beſide it: that of this hatred 
there a roſe a tõmon cuſtome . which 
was almoſt kept alwayes afterward, 
that what the fozmer Biſhops had 
done & decreed, their ſucceſſoꝛs would 
either wholy oz in part take away : 
that theſe petie Popes (foꝛ ſo he doeth 
call them) did thinke of nothinge elſe, 
but how they mighte deface the name 
and dignitie of their pꝛedeceſſoꝛs, by 
repealing of their actes, that when the 
Church did ware wanton with honoz 
and wealth, there being no pz ince in 
Rome to repzelſſe mens wickedneſſe, 
the loſe licantiouſneſſe of ſinne did 
being roztbter e beaſts, who though 
ambition and bꝛiberie did inuade the 
ſe of Peter: finally, that theſe Bi⸗ 
ſhops had but ſhoꝛt liues, bitauſe God 
did quickly take them out ok the earth. 
as it were cerfatne monſters . And 
. theſeare the teſtimonies that Plating 
doth giue of this trimme ſucceſſion of 
the Romane Biſhops, following one 
an other, when yet their power was 
leſſer, and their ſupꝛemacie not gro⸗ 
wen ſo high. If J ſhould goe foz ward 
to 


| | 
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to ſpeake of their behautour , who 


tame after theſe men, an did ſucceede 


them in that ſ&@: as namely ol the cru- 
eltie ol Sergius the third, who did be⸗ 

bead the carcaſe of Pope Fo2moſus, 
long after he was dead: of the beaſt⸗ 
lineſſe of John the thirteenth, a man 
even from his youth giuen ouer fo fil- 
thy luſtes, and all diſhoneſtie of life: 
of the ſacriledge of Bonikace the ſe⸗ 
tenth, who being dꝛiuen of the citi⸗ 
zens out of Rome, did rob Saint Pe⸗ 
ters Church of iewels, and making 
money of them, returned to bay the 
Popedome: of John the ſixteenth, who 


to enrich bis kinſemen, ſpared ney⸗ 


ther beauen noꝛ earth, regarding nep⸗ 
ther Gods honour, no2 the Churches 
tommoditie: of Silueſter the ſecond, 
who gaue him ſelfe vnto the diuell, 
that he would helpe him to be Pope, 
vpon condition that he ſhould haue 
him wholp after his death: of Benet 
the ninth, Silueſter the third, Gꝛego⸗ 
rie the ſixt, of whom the firſt ſolde, the 
other bought the dignitie, and ſtroue 


ſters, 


platin! in Vi- 


: 


together loz if, TER mon- 


horum 
atificum. 


E 
 Onuphrius in 
vita Alexan⸗ 
Ari lexti. 
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fo paſſe ouer the reſt, of Alexander the 
vi. in our owne dapes, who waſted 
and ſpopled all Italy moſt miſerably 
to make his baſtarde Boꝛgia Ceſar 
a Pꝛince: and hauing at the length 
certaine of the richeſt Cardinals at 
ſupper, did minde to poyſon them to 
haue their riches foꝛ his baſtarde, but 
him ſelfe was poyſoned thzough the 
errour of his butler, who miſtakinge 
the flagon gang the good wine to the 


Cardinals, and fo the Pope the poy- 


ſon :Jf further J ſhoulde ſppake of all 


their ſtraunge and hozrible ſciſmes 
. and contentions*, when two oz thece 


were made Popes at one time, and 
raiſed their thꝛones at once in diuerſe 


places, ot the which kind themſelues 


doe number thirtie ſciſmes, ſome of 
them laſting fo2 fiftie peares toge⸗ 
ther, as namely that foꝛ which the 
councell of Conſtance was aſſembled 
by Sigiſmund the Emperour, becauſe 


 _ - » the ſfate of Chꝛiſtendome was trou⸗ 
bled then with thzee Popes, all cho- 


ſen by Cardinals. The firſte Pope in 


. Italy 


- * ou 


fters as Platina doth call them, and 


4 


2 
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Atalyp, the ſeconde Pope in Fraunce, 
the thirde Pope in Dpaͤine, and none 
would peeld to other: p very repeadfal 
of theſe and the line pointes, would 
feare be tedious , and J coulde ſa - 
no moꝛe of them;the that which la. 5 
tina doth ſay often, O quantum dege- 
nerarunt it Pontiſices a ſuis maioribuse 
Alas howe greatly do tliele Biſhoppes 
degenerate "from their aunceſters. 
Dz rather that which the Apoſtle doth 
wꝛite to the Komanes, he ſpake it of 
the Gentiles, it was fulſilled in the 
Popes: Bicauſe they knewe God, and Rom. 1. 

did not glorifie him as God, but be— 
came vaine in their owne imaginati- 

ons, and turned the glory of the incor- 
ruptible GO / into the ſimilitude of 
the image of a corruptible man: there- 

fore God gaue them vp to their hearts 
luſtes, vato oynclcandel le, vnto vile af- 
fections „ Vnto reprobate mindes. 
Vherefoꝛe, to leaue the reſt which 

IJ ͤmight be ſaide touching theſe fruites 

Iokthe Konulh ſupꝛemacie, to the fur⸗ 

I ther ſearch and conſideration —— 

godly reader: onely this J ca f 

| . chalet 


— 
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choſe,but J muſterp2eſly note, as the 
chiefeſt pearle of their ſupꝛemacie, 
that after they had gotten the loftie 
title of it by the graunt of Phocas, of 
Emperours ſubiectes, they became 
the Loꝛds of Emperours, commau 
ding what they liſt, depoſing whome 
they liſt, as though they were the ſo⸗ 
uereigne kings of all the earth. Firſt 
Conſtantine the Pope did onelp reſiſt 
Philippicus the Emperour, refuſing 
to plucke downe images as he com⸗ 
maunded him. Then Gꝛegoꝛie the ſe⸗ 
cond, when Leo the Emperour gane 
him the ſame charge, did take away 
from him his Empire in Italie: and 
Gꝛegoꝛie the third did both depꝛiue 
him of the Empire, and of the fellow⸗ 
ſhip of the faithfull. But in this point 
Gꝛegoꝛie the ſeuenth, who bas nas 
med Viideb2and,befoze he was Pope 
did farre paſſe all bis. pzedeceſſozs : 
fo2 whereas befoze that time the 


Emperour had authozite to giue bp ⸗ 


ſhopꝛiks and other ſpiritual liuings, 

thꝛough all his domintons : Gzegozy 

the ſeuenth tooke autyozitie * 
h 


| 


knen 


n 


* 


* 
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bim to fozbidde the Emperour to 
giue any ſuch liuinges, thꝛeatening 
him withall, that if he did giue them, 


hee woulde condemne both him, and 
whoſdeuer hold receiue them. Mhich 


tommaundement of the Pope fo2 as 


much as Henrie the Emperour mils 
Niked, thinking it vniuſt, and would 
not therefoꝛe obep it: Oꝛegoꝛie the 
Pope excommunicated him, and de⸗ 
pꝛiued him of his Emppꝛe, aſſopling 
all his ſubiectes of their allegeances 
bnto him, and charging them with⸗ 
all that thep ſhoulde not obep him. 
herevppon a parte of his Empire 
did rebell, and great warres were rai⸗ 
ſed againſt him by the Sarons: which, 
and other diſcommodities p did enſue 
J will not ſtande vppon, Onelp J do 
note the pꝛeſumption of theſe Pꝛieſts 
who both rebell them ſelues againſte 
their Loꝛdes and Emperours and ſtir 
vp others fo rebellion , vnder the co⸗ 
lour of their ſupꝛemacie. Wihereof 
we neede not to ſerke foꝛ the pꝛoofe in 
Gꝛegoꝛy p ſeuenth, who did ſo abuſe 
the god n Henrie, we haue 
Di. had 
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had experience of it at home within 
our owne realme, which Pius the 
fifth did raiſe to rebellion againſt our 
gratious Queene Elizabeth: whome þ 
the Loꝛde defende foz euer, as hee did 
then defend her: when Pope did curſe 
her, he did bleſſe her. But to knit vp 
this point of the fruites of the Popes 
. ſupzemacie, this is the ſumme of all, | 
that they doe ſeeke their owne domi⸗ 
| nion, the honour, the wealth, the pleas 
ſures of this woꝛlde: they will rather 
ſpoile Pꝛinces and Emperours all of 
their right, then any part ot their p2e- 
eminence oꝛ tommodities ſhal be em- 
paired. Uppon this ground to ſatiſ- 
fie their ambition, their coueteouſ⸗ 
neſſe, their luſtes, beſide dominions 
in Italie, which with Italian poli- 
cies by the diſcozde of kings and Em- 
perours they haue gotten into their 
hands:they haue endeuozed fo take a- 
wap, as J haue ſhewed in Hildebꝛand 
and might at large in ſundꝛie others, 
which JF omit foz bꝛeueties ſake, they 
haue don J ſay whatſoeuer they could 
to take — fro — 
noble- 


of the Romiſh ſupremacie. 117 
noblemen,gentleme,andalt the tem⸗ 
poralitie, as they did terme if ,their 
liberties of patronages donations 
Ep2eſentations of al ſpiritual pz0 
tions, in al kingdomes andconntfries, 
reſeruing to thẽſelues either alone, oꝛ 
eſpecially full power, authozitie to 
giue biſhopꝛickes, and Abbapes, and 
Pꝛebendes, & perſonages, and other 
ſuch linings. And al to maintain their 
ino2dinate ambition, their exceſſe of 
riot, their imperial pompe, their fleſh⸗ 
lp ſenſualitie, which are the naturall 
childꝛen of the Romiſh ſupꝛemacie, 
the daughter of coueteouſnes & pꝛide, 
the mother of miſchiefes and all abo- 


minat ion 8 . | | ll 


Chaps 22 


Howe the Princes of England made 
many lawes and ſtatutes, againft 
the Popiſh ſupremacie long before 
the time of King Henrie the eight, 
who did roote it out wholy. 


B. ii Thus 


N 
54 


\ \ 
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Hus hauing hitherts 
ſhewed & declared, how 
the ſupꝛemacy, and Pa⸗ 
wpatie of Rome, beeing 
—L planted by Che 
and his is Apoſtics,toas roted firſt in | 
Church by Boniface the third, and af- 
terward ſpꝛeade abꝛoade farther and 
fattber by his ſucteſſours, ſo that it 
grew and bꝛonght koꝛth the poyſoned 
fruites, which J haue rehearſed: ow 
it doeth remaine, that J p2oceede fo 

ſhe w how it hath ben rofed out of the 
Church of England by godly p2inces 
of famous memozte; whoſe examples 
ſome pꝛ inces haue, 4 wiſh all pꝛinces 
of the earth would follow, And herein 
I ſhall euidently diſcouer and refute 
their errour, who beeing counted men 
of god knowledge and iudgement, 
haue boꝛne me in hand, that the pow - 
zer & authozitic of the Nope of Rome 
was neuer baniſhed out of this our 
countrie, vntill that King Henrie the 
eight did expell it, in the rxvj. peare of 
his raigne, in the peare of our Loꝛd a 
thouſand fiuc hundzed thirtie & foure. 


Foz 


\ 
N 
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Fo? it ts certaine, and ſhal be clearely 
pꝛoued, that many peares befoze that 
King Henrie the eight was boꝛne, oz 
Ring Penrics Fathers Father, the 
kinges of this Realme haue made 
lawes and ſtatutes, againſt the Bi⸗ 
ſhop of Rome his authoꝛitie and iu- 
riſdiction, whiche he did w2ongfully 
£clayme and vſurp within their domi⸗ 
nions, and therefoze they did iuſtly 
remoue it and expell it. To the which 


purpole it muſt be firſte conſidered, 


that vnder the colonr of the decrees a- 
boue mentioned, the Popes did fake 
bpon them to pzeferre ſtrangers vnto 
the romes of Archbithops and biſhops 
thꝛoughout the Realme of England, 
many yeares together: and fo place 
whom they liſt Abbots, and Pꝛioꝛs in 
anp religious houſes, when ſo euer 
that the places were voide: neither 
onely to pꝛeſent vnto all manner of 
religious houſes, but alſo to Pꝛe⸗ 
bends, Pꝛouoſtries, Deanries, Parſo⸗ 
nages, and ſuch like. Which thinges 
as they were done fo the great im⸗ 


peachment of the kings dignitie and 
P. iiij. crown 


Anno. Domi- 
tl, 1296. 
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crown? inzpertall of the Realme : fo 
did they fend alſo to the diſinheritance 
after a ſoꝛt, oł his maieſtie, of his cots 
ſellours, ot the nobilitie, of other his 
ſubiectes, which had by inheritaunce 
the gifles of luch liuings: and to the 
great loſte of the whole countrie, by 
decay ot hoſpikalitie, and cbnueying 
of our treaſures out of the Nealme, 
thꝛough the meanes of ſtraungers, 
who were pꝛelerred ts these 0 0 
and ſpiritnall promotions, Koꝛ r 
dꝛeſſe of which ſainltes,the nobles and 
commors of this Realme, at the Patl. 
leament holdewatf Carlile in xxv. pere 
of the raigne of ing Edward the firlt 
did pꝛeſent and exhibite a bill into the 
Parlcament, of all the intonnenien⸗ 
tes and iniuries offered to the kinges 
matcttie, the nobles, and commons by 
the Biſhop of Rome. There vpon the 


Parlcament oke dꝛderz and dhtctes, 
that from thence fo2th the- Bilhop of 
Nomes authoartie ſhold take no plate 
within this Realme in any fuch mat. 
ters: it he dealt in any, they ſhould be 
voide and of none effect. Which act 

made 
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made againſte the Biſhop of Rome, 
becaule there was no penaltte ſef vpd 
ſuch as did mainteine oz ſuffer his do⸗ 
ings to pꝛeuaile againſt the oꝛder ta⸗ 
ken: therefoꝛe not long after the death 
of this god king Edward the frſt,Cd- 
ward the ſecondhis ſonne, being king, 
à man of no ſuche courage as his fa⸗ 
ther was, neither haningleaſure tho- 
rough his great troubles with the 
Earle Moꝛtimer and the QAueene his 
wife to loke fo ſuch matters, the Bi⸗ 
ſhop of Rome did ſpꝛing againe to doe 
what he would. The ſubſtante ofthis 
Act, made by king Edward the fir ſt, is 
not recited in the ſtatutes of the xxv. 
vere of his raigne:becanſe it is wholy 
mentioned in the firſt part of the ſta⸗ 
tute made the rrv. pere of Bing Ed⸗ 
ward che third. At the which time, in 
u Parleament holden at Meſtmin⸗ 
tier, the ſame petition and Att made s 
__ atCa#iile was returned, and moze n Dom- | | 
ample oder taken withal againt the cj 1;;0.cap.. 
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IX 


Wiſyopof Rome. Fo? it was pꝛouided 
there and enacted, that whoſoeuer did 

felche from Rome, oꝛ kake any ſuch 
| Y. v. pꝛo⸗ 
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pꝛouiſions to diſturbe any pzeſenfatis | 
on oz election made in this Kealme, 
oꝛ the perſons that were in poſſeſſion 
of any ſxirituall pꝛomotions: that the 
pꝛouiſoꝛs and diſturbers, their pꝛocu⸗ 
ratoꝛs, executoꝛs, notaries, and at⸗ 
kournies, ſhould be attached, and laid 
in pꝛilon, without baile, oꝛ mainpꝛiſe: 
there to remaine vntil both they had 
anſwered the king ſuch fine and raun⸗ 
ſome as ſhold be taxed at his pleaſure: 
and alſo had agreed with the partie 
wꝛonged: neither ſhould they be delt- | 
uered vntill they had put in ſufficient | 
ſureties neuer to attempt any ſuche 
thing after ward. Againe in the rxvij. 
veare of his raign in the Parleament 
holden at Meſtminſter, the ſame ſta⸗ 
tute was inlarged, and the penaltie 
made, that the offenders therein il 
they came not to anſwere at their day 
in pꝛoper per ſon, and were found cul- 
pale, they ſhould fozfaite all their 
N Landes, and godes, their bodie ſhould 
emaine in pꝛiſon, x out ofthe kinges 
| pzofcction, It appeareth farther in 
the xxx.peare that an excomengment, 


Cap. 1. 


BE "Ow 2 * * 
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ag they do tearme it, was certified by 


the Pope 3; whiche was diſallowed by 
the Juſtices, and the bꝛinger thereof 


ſhould haue bene hanged and dꝛawne, 


if the Chancelour of England had not 
pꝛaped to the king fo2 him. In the 
xxxviij.peare, the like acte was made, 
fo2 ſuch as pꝛocured any citations oz 
pꝛoceſſes from the court of Nome: 


that their pꝛocurers and attournepes 


ſhould haue ſuch puniſhmentes and 
fozfaifures as are befoze mentioned. 


' Now in the time of king Richard the 
\ ſecond, who did next ſuccerd him, there 


was a ſtatute made the thirteenth Anno Domi- 
peare of his reigne, in the Parleament vi. > 21. 
at Meſtminſter, againſte pꝛouiſos 

of benefices, with this penaltie: that 


they ſhould be out of the kings pꝛotec⸗ 
tion, and fogfeit the benefice, But in 


the ſixteenth yeare of his reigne, the Cap. 1. 
ſame king made moze full and ſtraite 
lawes againſt the Biſhop of Nome: 
whercby he baniſhed his whole aus 
thoꝛitie out of this reaime,enacting;, | 
that no pꝛoceſle from Rome ſhould be Cap. 7 0 * 
allowed: Pea (urther,{hat if any ſub; #4 
= 
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| fect of this realme ſhonld receiue, 02 


An.Do. 1401. 


Capit. 3.4. 


Capit. 1. 


fetch from Rome, oꝛ let foꝛth any ma⸗ 
ner Citations, Pꝛeſentations, Ful⸗ 
minations, Buls, oꝛ any other things 
againſt the kings regaltie t crowne: 
he being conuict thereof, ſhould loſe 


and foꝛfet all his landes and gods to 


the king, x his body to be at the kinges 
pleaſure, and out of his pꝛotection, and 
in the cauſe of præmunire. The ſame. 
puniſhment alſo appointed fo2 him, 
who ſo euer ſhould ſue any appeale fs 
Rome. King Yenrtc the fourth which 
ſucceeded Richard, in the ſecond peare 


ol his reigne, in the parlament holden 


at Meſtminſter, did likewiſe make 
a lawe, that no ſpirituall oz religious 
perſan,ſecular or regular, ſhould fake 
any maner ot pꝛomotið oꝛ lining ſpi- 
ritual, oz offices in any ſpiritual hou⸗ 
ſes , by any pꝛouiſtons of Licences 02 
Buls fro Rome, vnder the payne con- 
tained in the premunire.as in the firſt 
t fourth Chapter of that ſtatute is de⸗ 
clar ed. Againe in his ſixt peare, at the 
parleament holdẽ at Couentrie, there 


was a lawe made to eaſe Archbiſhops 


and 
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and Biſhops of their great exactions, 
taken by the Nope and his officers of 


bis chamber, ſoꝛ their firft fruites. A⸗ 


gaine in his ſeuenth peare, an other 
lawe was made touching the Licen⸗ 
ces and Pardons graunted from 
Rome to the incumbents of anp bene- 
fices, that whether they were grauns 
ted, o2 to be graunted , they ſhould be 
btterly vopde, and of none effect. A- 
gaine in his ninth yeare, bycauſe the 


Archbilſhoppes and Bithoppes of this Capit. s. 


realme , were after their elections 
greatly troubled by the Biſhoppe of 
Rome, it was enacted that the electt- 


ons of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbats, 


P2102s, and other lpirifuall perſons, 
ſhould be fre from all manner of in⸗ 


terruptions and incumbzances ofthe An. Do. 1407 


Biſhop of Rome. It were tedious fo 
goe foꝛward in the like ſoꝛt with the 
Pꝛinces that followed: but by this 
taſte the wiſe may eaſily percciue , 
howe no lawe could bꝛidle the vnruly 
vlurpation of the Pope of Rome, but 
almoſt vnder the reigne of cnery 
Pzince, foz the ſpace of two oz bum 

n⸗ 


I. Tim. 4+ 
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hundꝛed yeares,they were compelled 


to renue olde, and make newe pꝛouiſi⸗ 


ons and actes of Parliament againſt᷑ 


him: Notwithſfanding all the which, 


his dealings were ſo oufragious, and 
gathered eftſones new ſtrength: that 
they could neuer be thzoughly rep2eſ- 
ſed, vntill that God did raiſe vp our 
noble P2tnce of famous memoz2te 
Ling Henrie the eight, who percep⸗ 


uing and vnderſtanding, as well by 


his owne iudgement and knowledge, 
as alſo by the learned Cleargie of his 
realme, howe the Bishops of Nome 
haue of long time fallen awap from 
the ſound and pure religion of Chꝛiſt, 
by their co2rupt doctrine and abho- 
minable pꝛide: extolling them ſelues. 
not onely aboue ail Biſhops, but alſo 
aboue all Emperours, Rings, and 
Painces of the earth: diſobeping the 
authoꝛitie of rulers and magiſtrates, 
whom the Lo2d ſet ouer them, whom 
Ch2ilt did obey, whome the Apoſtles 
were ſubiect to: ſpeaking lyes thꝛo- 
ugb hypocryſie , as they of whom S. 
Paul doeth pꝛophecie, fozbidding to 
marrie, 
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marrie, and commanding to abſtaine 
from meates, which God hath created 
to be receiued with giuing of thanks, 
or them who belene and knowe te 
truth: ce to come to the chiekeſt point, 
deuiſing blind, erronious, pꝛophane ⁊ 
vngodlp meanes of obtaining ſalua- 
tion, by gadding in pilgrimage, by 
oblations to images, by kiſſing of res 
liques, by numbzing of Pater noſters - 
and Aue Maries vpon beades, by go- 
ing barefwotc and barelegged, by crees 
ping to croſſes, by their pardons a pœe⸗ 
na & culpa, with a number of peeniſh 
topes and ſuperſtitions ceremonies, 
to the blemiſhing of true faith, the an⸗ 
chozhold of ail Chziſtians, grounded 
on aſſured hope of ſaluation, by the 
death t paſſton of our ſauiour Chꝛiſt, 
which is empaired by Poperie: the 
the Noble P2ince therfoꝛe, Ring Hen⸗ 
rie the eight, (&ing and conſidering 
theſe deteſtable enoꝛmities, and wic⸗ 
| ked vſurpation of the Pope of Rome, 
did viterly baniſh his counterfet au⸗ 
thozity out of this realme of England, 
| with the appurtenances of it a 
as 
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hauing him ſelfe begun in part to doe. 


he had it confirmed with the conſent 


of the whole realme, by ſtatute and 


law made in the eight and twentie 


peare of his reigne, at a Parleament 


An. Do. 1535. 
Capir. 10. 


holden at Meſtminſter, to the great 
comfo2t of all his faithfull ſubiectes, 
to the reuiuing of the dignitie of his 
imperiall crowne, and moſt of all to 
the true honour and glo2y of the Al- 
mightie. After this noble Ming, there 
ſucceeded the godly wozthie Prince 


his ſonne,liing Edward the ſixt, who 


not onely confirmed that lawe againſt 
the Biſhop of Rome, but further pꝛo⸗ 
c&ded in the eſtabliſhment of true 
religion. And of late againe ( albeit) 
ſome interruption grewe in the time 


of Queene Parie, Our molt vertnous 


and gratious Souereigne, Qucene 
EL Iz AB ETH, following the godly 
ſteps of her noble father and bother, 
had it inacted in her firſt parleament, 
that the autho21 tie of the Biſhoppe of 
Rome, and ot al other fozraine power, 
and potentates, ſpirituall and tempo⸗ 


_ rall, ſhould vtterlp be dziuen away, 


and 
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and remoned out of all her maieſties 
terrifozies # dominions: # that vpon 
ſuch penalttes vnto all her ſubiectes, 
that to vpholde, maintaine, oz ſet 
foꝛth any ſuch foꝛraine authoꝛitie W⸗ 
in this realme, it is in ſome pointes 
and degrees high treaſon: ſo that they 
loſe and foꝛfaite their liues, landes, & 
godes , who are guiltie of it. Aſta- 
tute that may ſerme ſeuere, and is 
perhappes accounted of ſome ouerri⸗ 
goꝛous: but they who marke it wiſe⸗ 
ly cannot choſe, but ſ& howe ſharpe 
toles were neceſſary to rote out this 
werde, which many godly Pꝛinces bes 
foze King Henrie the eight did ende⸗ 
uour to mp of by ſund2te god lawes, 
buf it budded ſtill againe , 4 bzonghf 
foꝛth ſuch bloſſomes, oꝛ rather fruits, 
of rebellion, ambition, coueteouſnes, 
htpocriſte , x wicked ſuperſtition, as 
it was to bo icared woulde haue poys = 
ſoned the whole lande, had not our 
gratious pꝛince vſed ſuch ſharpe in? | 
ſtrumentes to rote it out vtterly, © 
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— (hap. 15. 
A ſhort repetition of the pointes pro- 
ued, witha cõcluſion of the whole. 
And an exhortation to the people 
of Englande to embrace this truth, 
with all the heauenly doctrine of 
Chriſtes religion. 


berefoze J doe wiſhe 
euen krom the very bo⸗ 
tome of my hearte, that 
euerie faithfull ſubiect, 
and right Chꝛiſtian ma 
woulde weigh both this point, æ al the 
reſt, which 4 haue ſaide, to ſatiſſie his 
conſcience in this matter of the ſupꝛe⸗ 
macie:leaſt they builde vppon ſande, 
not on the rocke, Jeſus Chziſt. Let vs 
conſider Þ our ſauiour did not graunt 
it to any of his Apoſtles: nay he did ex⸗ 
p:eſſely fozbidde ſuch ouerruling and 
dominion amongeſt them. Let vs re⸗ 
member, that as it was not giuen by 
him to Saint Peter: ſo neyther did 
Saint Peter pꝛactiſe it, noz the Apo⸗ 
ſcles attribute it vnto him. Though 
it had beene giuen to Peter _— 
e 
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the reſt: yet what reaſon is it that the 
Wilhoppe of Rome ſhouldbe his heire 


in it? ſpth we reade not in the ſcrip⸗ 
tures that Peter euer was at Nome: 


which we ſhonld haue redd doubtles, 


ik it had ben of ſo great weight. Here⸗ 
vnto we muſt adde, that in the pꝛimi⸗ 


fine Church this pꝛeemint ce was not 
ackno wleged, either to, 02 by the Bi⸗ 


ſhappes of Rome. The godly Biſhop⸗ 
pes of that Citie, who many of them 
were martpꝛes, did not take it vppon 
them. The ſower ſirſt pꝛincipall and 
gencrall councels aſſembled out of all 
Chꝛiſtendome, did not peelde it vnto 
them. Mhat haue we then to do with 
Boniface the thirde, to whome the ti⸗ 

tle atſupꝛematcie was graunted firſte 
by wicked hocas? Whaf haue wee 


to doe with Bonikace his ſucceſſoꝛs: 


who haue ſat in the chaire of peſtilenc 
and haue made their ſcepter a ſcepter 
of iniquitte 2 ſhall wee rather followe 
them, then Chꝛiſt, then Peter, then p 
Ayoſtles, then generall councels, then 


godly Biſhoppes of Rome: Shall we 


not be wiſe, and learne to make a dif- 
6 J. ij. 1 
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ference betweene the firſt Byſhoppes 
that were in v Citie, free fro ſuch am⸗ 
bifton: andbetweene the later, who 
ſwarued fro their ſtepes? oꝛ as they 
did followe Chꝛiſte and his Apoſtles 
in pꝛeachinge and teaching the holy 
woꝛd of God, in miniſtring the ſacra⸗ 
mentes in plaine and humble mäner: 
in oꝛdering well the flocke of Chꝛiſte 
by good and wholeſome diſcipline: ſo 
theſe of the other ſide, after that they 
had obteined p ſupꝛemacp ofthe Em- 
perour, thep encreaſed the ſeꝛdes of er⸗ 
rour and ſuperſtition, which befoze 
were caſt, and fell away moze t moze 
from Chꝛiſts example & doctrine, ma⸗ 
king them ſelues a newe pꝛieſthoode, 
t framing it after the manner of the 
pꝛieſthoode amongeſt the Jewes, both 
by chaunging the miniſtration of 
the Lozdes ſupper info a ſacrifice 
pꝛopitiatoꝛie, and an oblation fo2 the 
ſinnes of the liuing and of the deade, 
though they were not partakers of it: 
and alſo by demiſing to themſelues 
ſuch gaye and diſguiſed veſtures of 
cloth of golde and | Murr, of veluet - 

uch 
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ſuch other ſtuffe, ſo that not Aaron 
was apparailed moze goꝛgeouſl the 
they. But this was the leaſt faulte: 
pet out of doubt a fault. Foz our ſas 
uiour Chꝛiſt did not abꝛogate the ce⸗ 
remonies of the lawe of Moſes, to 
bing in others like vnto them. But 
other thinges were greater, and moſt 
of all to be condemned in theſe Bp⸗ 
ſhopps of the ſupꝛemacie:pᷣ they deui⸗ 
ſed new wayes and meanes foꝛ me to 
obtaine foꝛgiuenes of their ſinnes and 
euerlaſting life, ſuch as neither Chꝛiſt 
our ſauiour did oꝛdeine, neither did 1 
they aduaunce the glo2y of Chzifſt,our | 
onely ſauiour. Fo2 they deuiſed that 
men might bee ſaued by their oo ne {i 
wozkes , and by pꝛa ping fo images, | 
and by going a pilgrimage, and by i 
ſetting vp of candles befoꝛe the pic- = 
tures of ſaintes, and by purchaſing of 8 
Pardons from the Biſhop of Rome, 
ſpecially, ifthey were pardons called 1 


a Pœna & cu/pa, and by trentals, and 
diriges, and by Paſſes of Requiem, E 
of Scala cæli, and by their tapers of 

ware, and by thcir ſacring belles,and 
2. iij. clackes. 
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tlackes, and by their paſcall, and by 
their par, by their ſenſinges and ſo⸗ 
lemnities, by their deuout creeping 
to croſles and wearing of cowles of 
Monkes, and ſuch other a thouſande 
trumperies, holp creame, holy ople, 
holp bowes, holy aſhes, holy bzeade, 
\ holy water, to keepe them from euill 
ſpirites, and J know not what. Thus 
they ledde the people from their faith, 
and truſt in the bloode and death of 
our ſautour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to put their 
faith and truſt in the Popes indulge 
tes, and in ſuch other blinde illuſions: 
to the great daunger of their ſoules,t 
the diſhonour of the Lo2de. Neither 
contented with this co2ruption of doc- 
trine, they bꝛought in a greater cõ⸗ 
fu ion of diſcipline : calling away the 
elections of Biſhoppes, and handling 
ok Church matters, vnto the courte 
of Rome: where the Parket was, fo: 
ſpirituall pꝛomotions, foꝛ deciding of 
controuerſtes, foꝛ bping out of ſins, 
foꝛ keeping of concubines, foz clean⸗ 
ſing of purgatoꝛie, foꝛ engroſing of li⸗ 
uings, foꝛ non refidence vpon 993 
02 
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fo2 what not: All was at Rome, and 
might be had from Rome fo2 money. 


The Koꝛdes vineyeard did lie waſte. 


The Church was become a denne of 


theeues. Mherefoꝛe, good Chꝛiſtian 


bꝛethzen and countrimen, ſyth the 
light ofthe Goſpell hath opened theſe 
thinges vnto vs: let no man deceiue 
vs vnder colour ok antiquitie, oꝛ by 
ſaping, thus and thus our fozefathers 
haue thought many hundꝛed peares 
paſt, and therefoze it is good. Fo2 if 
vou wil haue reſpect to antiquitie:thẽ 
doe, J beſeech vou, as J haue here 
done: beginne at our ſauiour Chꝛiſts 
time, and ſo come dobone to ours as it 
were by ſteppes, and you ſhall ſe that 
there is as great differece betwirt the 
pꝛimitiue Church of Chꝛiſt foz ſiue 02 
ſixe hundꝛed peares, and theſe latter 
times of darkenes which followed Þ 
light, as is almoſt betwixt white and 
black in colour, oz God and the deuill 
in goodneſſe. Fo2 the Biſhoppes of 
Rome in theſe latter ages haue ben 
ſo cleane contrarie in all reſpectes 
to Chꝛiſt, that = 3 of ſaint 


2. Theſl. 2, 


lohn, 8. 
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Paul fo the Theſſaloniãs doth ſeme 
to be fulfilled in them: in that he doth 
ſay ,there ſhould be a departing firſt 
from the faith, and then the man of 
ſinne ſhoulde be diſcloſed, euen the 
child of perdition,which is an aduerſa- 
ric to God, and exalteth him ſelfe a- 
gainſt y moſt highelt.UWhich woꝛds, 
what Antichziſt can they deſcribe 
moꝛe liuely, then the Pope of Nome: 
Fo? to paſſeouer his falling from the 
faith, and his coꝛruption of doctrine 
which J haue already noted, as Chꝛiſt 


was moſte humbie and mecke : ſo the 


Popes are moſte hautie and pꝛoude. 
As Chꝛiſt was moſt ſimple and poze: 
ſo the Popes are moſte ſubtil and ful 
of treaſures. As Chꝛiſte ſaide his 
kingdom was not of this woꝛld:ſo the 
Popes doe lift them ſelues aboue the 
Peinces of this woꝛlde. As Chziſte 
went lowly vpon the ground: ſo the 


Popes muſt be carried aloft on mens 


ſhoulders foz feare of touching the 
ground, As Chꝛiſte in apparell, beha⸗ 
uiour, and conuerſation, applped him- 
ſelfe to common men: lo the Popes in 

theſe 
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theſe thinges doe reſemble rather the 
maieſtie of Emperours. They may be 
wel compared to the Phariſees whom 
_ Chailte did liken to painted tumbes, 
which appeare beautiful in the vtter⸗ 
ſides, but are within, ful of dead mens 
bones and all filthineſſe. Such are the 
Biſhops of Nome, moſt rich in robes 
of wo of Golde, their very ſhoes 
ſet with pꝛetious ſtones : but within, 
their ſoules moſte filthie, with riot, 
couetouſneſſe, ambition, and other 
woꝛidly vices, as their lines do ſhew, 
which are ſct foꝛth vnto the woꝛld by 
Platina and others, men that knewe 
them well, and were conuer ſant a- 
bout them. Wlherefoze, ſith it is mas 
nifeſt that vnder colour of holines pꝛe⸗ 
tending to be Chꝛiſtes Uicars, they 
are Chꝛiſtes aduerſaries, enen his 
greateſt aduerſaries, with dꝛawing 
his people from their ſpeciall truſt in 
him to their own errours and wicked 
ſuperſtitions: therefoꝛe nowe , god 
Chꝛiſtian bzethzen.,let vs followe the 


counſel of the Scriptures. Dum lucem lohn. ia. 


habe mus, ambulemus in ea While we 
haue the light, let vs walk in the light, 
1 cuen 


Matt.1 1- 


Matt. 1. 
j 


We. The rooting out 


euen 1n the light ofthe Prophetes and 


Apoſtles, Whereby Chꝛiſt doth teach 


vs the falſehode of Antichꝛiſt, that we 


map flye from him, and from all his 
wozkes of darkeneſſe: that we may 
deteſt his vniuſt ſupꝛemacie, and er⸗ 
ronious doctrine , and fantaſticall ce- 


remonies, and all the dꝛegges of Ba⸗ 


bplon. Venite ad me omnes qui laboratis 
& onerati eſtis, & ego re ſiciam vos ſaith 


our Sauiour Chꝛiſt. Come vnto me 
all ye that are wearie and laden, and I 


will refreſhe you. J will refreſhe pou, 


ſaith our — he calleth moſte 


comfo2tably vnto him ſelfe, all, which 
are trouble and afflicted in mind, tho⸗ 
rough the conſideration of the grie⸗ 
nouſneſle of their ſinnes, whiche de⸗ 
ſerue eternall death, and are readp to 
caſt them into deſperation: and he do⸗ 
eth pꝛomiſe them, that hee will eaſe 
them, without ſuing to Rome foz par- 


dons,02hauing Maſſes, oꝛ frentals,o2 


diriges, oꝛ other ſuch foliſh fanſies of 


men. But he willeth them to come 


vnto himſelfe, who was called Jeſus, 


that i is to lara Sauidur, by the com⸗ 


mauns 


f 


. 
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maundement o? od, becauſe that he 
ſhould laue his people from their fins; 
of wbom ſunt zohn doth ſap ; S; quis 
peccauerit: aduocatum habemius ud pa- 
trem, leſum Chriſl ns iuſtum: & ipſe eſt 
> Propitiatro pro peccatis noſtris: non pro no- 


I. Iohn. 2. 


$tris autem tantum , ſea etiam pro toting 


mundi. It any man, ſinne, ſaith John 
the Euangeliſt, we haue an aduocate 
or Mediatour with God the Father, le- 
ſus Chriſt the iuſt: and he is the propi- 
tiation, the pacifier of God,obteining 


mercy for our ſins, yet not for ours on- 


ly, but alſo for the ſinnes of the whole 
world . Wherefoze ſith the Pope doth 
teach vs fo haue other medtatours & 


aduocates fo the Father, euen the 


ſaints, whom himſelfe and his Car- 
dinals haue canontzed, and doth leade 
men ſo many wapes, as though they 
might be ſaued by them, where as our 


Sauiour Chꝛiſt is the onely wap, the lohn. s. 


trueth and the life ; let vs leaue this 
falſe pꝛieſt, and his buls, and his par⸗ 
dons, and the reſt of his trumperies, 
and let vs thinke well of our godly 
pꝛinces, who haue cut out the N 
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of his ſupꝛemacie, whence all the poy- 


ſon doth flowe. Foz the ſtaying of 
the whiche , leaſt if ſhoulde bee res 
tepued into the bowels of the Kealm, 
and co2rupte the whole bodie: ma⸗ 
nye godly Pzinces heretofoze be⸗ 
ganne that woꝛke, by making ſundꝛy 
lawes and ſtatutes, which in our 
dapes King Henrie the eight, King 
Edward the ſirt, and our gratious 
Nucene Elizabeth haue bought to 


god end, thzough the great mercy of 


God. That which our Sauiour ſaide, 


is fulfilled herein: Omnis plantatio 


lanted by my heauenly father, ſhall 
be pulled vp by the roote. The light 
of Chꝛiſtes Coſpell hath openly dil⸗ 
cloſed fo vs that man of ſinne, and 
childe of perdition, which taketh on 
him fo ſit in the temple of GOD, as 
God. It is manifeſt that his ſupꝛema⸗ 
cie, with all his errours builded on it, 
are plantes which were not planted 
by God our heauenly father. God wil 
therefoze rote them out, to 
18 
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his pꝛomiſe: vpon the which pzomile; 
in part fulfilled already, we are to 
make our daily p2ayers, that he will 
moze and moꝛe fulfill it: that he will 
rote out all, ſpeedily, andth2oughly, 
not onely out of our Church of Eng⸗ 
land, but out fall} eoples conſciens 
ces: that the ſeruanty — may be 
iopned altogether in ene 
faith, ſetting 0 r whe i confidence 
in Jeſus Chꝛiſti Ane, ie bonne of 
ed cruell 


= . I 
55 2 
dea 3 eto 
ch, an thedt 


bs bloud fo2 
the raunſome of all dur nes, as 
many as belcene . 5 


bis father, making vs partak 
his owne glo; 
the Loꝛd graunt vs of bis inü⸗ 
nife mercp, thzough our me 
diatour and ſauiour 
3 Chʒiſt. 
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